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Did you know éééé.! 

Spratt's was the world's first large-scale manufacturer of dog biscuits.  Its "Meat  Fibrine 
Dog Cake" was the brainchild of American entrepreneur James Spratt who launched the 
biscuit in London circa 1860. The company began operations in the United States of 
America in the 1870s and, after Spratt's death in 1880, the company went public and 
became known as Spratt's Patent, Limited, and Spratt's Patent (America) Limited.  

Did you know  ééé..! 

The earliest documentation of domestic rabbits in America was in 1840 
when Lop ear and Angora rabbits were imported. If domestic rabbits    
resided in America prior to that time, their breeding was done quietly with 
no fanfare. By 1910, the National Pet Stock Association of America (later   
re-named American Rabbit Breeders Association) was formed to set     
standards for breeds developed and shown in America. To this day, rabbit 
fanciers continue to improve rabbit breeds and develop new breeds. 

https://www.facebook.com/Petzgazette/
https://twitter.com/Petzgazette
https://www.instagram.com/petzgazette/
http://westcoast.invisiblefence.com/your-local-dealer/home
http://www.dkdogtraining.com/
http://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/shaggychicpetCA/
http://approvedcarpetcare.com/
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Barks & Meowõs Express! 

QUIZ 

 

    1.  The state dog of North Carolina is what breed?  
    2.  What is a Molossidae?  
    3.  What herb makes cats go a little bit nuts?  
    4.  What is a Mississippi Kite?  
    5.  What phobia is Ranidaphobia a fear of? 
    сΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎŀǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΚ 

Fun Trivia 
 

*Cats were brought to the Americas by colonists to protect their granaries and as pets. As 

settlers moved inland, cats accompanied them.  

*The rabbit is one of twelve animals in the Chinese zodiac, celebrated once every twelve 

years.  

*The Dalmatian dog is named for the Dalmatian Coast of Croatia, where it is believed to have 

been originally bred.  

*Guinea Pigs originated in the Andes. Often called a 'cavy', the guinea pig (Cavia porcellus), is 

a stout-bodied nearly tail-less domesticated rodent which can be trained and is often kept as 

a pet.  

*Horses are not color blind. They have what researchers call "dichromatic" vision, or "two-

color" vision. Research indicates horses can perceive blue and green tones, and color      

variations based on them. However, they have difficulty with other colors, including reds . 

*The earliest ancestor of the cat was the Miacis, which lived over fifty five million years ago. 

The Macis had a long body and tail, short legs and looked somewhat like a weasel. The    

ancestor of all domestic cats is the African wild cat. All domestic cats are members of the 

same species,  Felis Catus or Felis silvestris catus. 

*Larger parrots such as the macaws and cockatoos live more than 75 years. 

*Spiked dog collars were invented in ancient Greece and were originally designed to protect 
dogs throats from wolf attacks.  

*Two stray dogs in Afghanistan saved 50 American soldiers. A Facebook group raised 
$21,000 to bring the dogs back to the US and reunite them with the soldiers.  

ANSWERS                                                                                                                                              

1. Plott Hound.  2. A Bat.   3. Catnip.                                                                                                  

4. A small bird of prey.   5.  Frogs.  6. A Clouder 

 

YAWNING ANIMALS 

Dogs demonstrate contagious yawning when exposed to human yawning. Dogs are 
very adept at reading human communication actions, but it is unclear if this       
phenomenon is rooted in evolutionary history or a result of domestication.  Fish 
can also yawn, and they increase this behavior due to lack of oxygen. Other animals 
also include: elephants, cats, gorillas, sheep, camels, walruses, and even birds. 

JOKES 
TURTLE-RECALL 

There once was a baby elephant and a baby turtle drinking from a river deep in the  
jungle. For no reason, the turtle reaches over and bites the elephant's tail really hard. 
Years and years later, the same elephant, now grown up, is by the same river having a 
drink with his giraffe buddy, when the same turtle that bit him on the tail all those years 
ago wanders up to the river. The elephant rears back a leg and kicks the turtle as hard as 
he can, sending him flying way off into the jungle. "Why did you do that?" the giraffe 
asks. "When we both were babies, that turtle bit my tail for no reason," the elephant 
replied. "Wow! You must have a good memory!" exclaimed the giraffe. "Yep!" said the 
elephant. "I've got Turtle-Recall." 

http://www.allanimals-veterinary.com/
http://www.smilingcanines.com/


Heartwarming Dog Stories From History   

There have been dogs throughout history that have fought in wars and crossed continents, been explorers and shown 
bravery that would be    impressive if it had been demonstrated by a human hero. These exceptional canines are guaran-
ǘŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǳƴŎƘŜǎǘ ǇŜǘ ƭƻǾŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ά.ŀǊǊȅέ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ wŜǎŎǳŜ 
Dog. 

 

The Saint Bernard is a dog that was specifically bred for a 
single purposeτto search and rescue. Monks at the Saint 
Bernard Pass, a dangerous, snowy divide between Switzer-
land and Italy, bred them for hundreds of yearsτperhaps 
even as far back as 1695τto rescue travelers who got lost 
and buried in the snow.  They traveled in pairs so that when 
they found a victim, one dog could dig them out and sit on 
them for warmth while the other headed back to the     
monastery for help. Which brings us to the second Saint  
Bernard on our listτ.ŀǊǊȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀǾŜŘ пл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ over 
the course of 12 years in the early 1800s. 

.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻΩŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊƻǳǎ ƛŎŜ ǎƘŜƭŦΦ .ŀǊǊȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ 
to reach the boy, revive him, and keep him warm until rescue arrived. But even then, nobody could get to them. So Barry 
allowed the child to climb onto his back and pulled him to safety, inch by inch. Barry was so effective as a rescue dog that 
after his departure there was always one dog at the monastery named Barryτa tradition that persists to this day. 

òBARRYóòBARRYóòBARRYó   

CARTOONIST  

EXTRAORDINAIRE!  
 
Jonny Hawkins is a fulltime cartoonist from Sherwood, Michigan where he lives with his family and a menagerie 
of pets. His work has appeared in over 400  publications and in his own books, along with a line of cartoon-a-day 
calendars.  
 
In a recent interview, I asked him how he got started and where he gets his inspirations from and this is what he 
had to say: 
 
άL Ǝƻǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ  The librarian discovered I was artistic and creative and had 
me do cartoons on the bulletin boards that demonstrated how to use the card catalog, how to write a book 
report, etc.  I also did caricatures of all the professors using the library - they loved it! 
  
A pastoral student (it was a Bible college) approached me with a magazine (Leadership Journal) that had single 
panel cartoons scattered throughout it.  He encouraged me to do some and send them.  I did so ... and sold 
them a cartoon for $125 ... but not until 2 years later (they rejected everything I sent up till then). 
  

I sold my first cartoon as a Bible college student to Scripture Press Publications - a Sunday School take home paper called "Freeway" for 15 dollars.  I was ecstatic!  This was after about 25 
submissions and rejections to Leadership and other places.  The cartoon was of a frog watching TV with an upturned toad stool as a 
satellite dish.  I sold just 1 cartoon in 1986. 
 In 1987, I sold 12.  However, I only sold 3 cartoons in 1988 ... and 1989 and 1990 (Meanwhile I was drawing caricatures at festivals by 
this time to make ends meet).  Finally, in 1991 I sold 28 cartoons ... a real breakthrough for me and in '92 I sold 73 and in 1993              
I sold 128 cartoons. Last year, I sold over 3,000 cartoons. 
  
Since 1986, I have sold over 40,000 single panel cartoons to places all over the world - in print and online.  You can see my work at 
www.heart.org, for instance, the web site of The American Heart Association.   I also have to mention that the 40,000 sales only came 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  L ƭƻǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƳƛƭŜΦέ 
  
²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ WƻƴƴȅΩǎ tŜǘ /ŀǊǘƻƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ tŜǘȊƎŀȊŜǘǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ.  For 
more information, go check out some of the links below: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.r.hawkins.7 
https://www.amazon.com/Jonny-Hawkins/e/B001HCW25G 
https://www.amazon.com/Dog-Cartoon-Day-2018-Calendar/dp/1449482414 
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/2017-dog-cartoon-a-day-calendar-jonny-hawkins/1123504491 

Eleanor Dixie 
Author/Editor/Publisher 
www.petzgazette.com 

file:///C:/Users/Eleanor/Desktop/Cartoonist%20Jonny%20Hawkins/www.heart.org
https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.r.hawkins.7
https://www.amazon.com/Jonny-Hawkins/e/B001HCW25G
https://www.amazon.com/Dog-Cartoon-Day-2018-Calendar/dp/1449482414
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/2017-dog-cartoon-a-day-calendar-jonny-hawkins/1123504491
https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.r.hawkins.7
https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.r.hawkins.7

