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Who Knew…….. 
 

*The word “Hag” comes from the Old English Haegtesse, meaning “witch or 
fury”. 
*A witch costume was the number one costume sold for adults during          
Halloween of 2009.  It was number two for kids, falling behind dressing up like a 
Princess. 
*The word “pumpkin” comes from the Greek word “Pepon”, meaning “Melon”. 
*The word “witch” derives from the Olde English words “Wicca” and 
“Wicce” (masculine and feminine forms, respectively). 
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Simi Valley  
& Moorpark 

Did you know  . . . . . ! 
The traditional Halloween colors of orange and black 

actually stem from the pagan celebration of autumn and 
the harvest, with orange symbolizing the colors of the 

crops and turning leaves, while black marks the "death" 
of summer and the changing season.  

https://www.groomiez.com/
http://www.theresascountryfeed.com/
http://westcoast.invisiblefence.com/your-local-dealer/home
https://www.whiskersnwishes.com/
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Barks & Meow’s Express! 

Did you know . . . . . ! 
 

The Irish fairy most connected with the origin of Halloween                     
is the Puca (pronounced Pooka) who is decidedly malevolent and      
capable of assuming any shape. The puca is particularly adept at 
taking animal shapes, especially horses, so riders beware on    
Halloween – your 'steed' may not be under your control! 

QUIZ 

 

    1.  Phasmophobia is the fear of what?  
    2.  Where do Witches and Wizards train? 
    3.  What is the supernatural condition called when a human transforms into a wolf? 

4.  Ancient Celts used which vegetable to carve their Jack O'lanterns?  

    5.  What is the title of a witch’s pet cat or toad?  
    6.  What is Triskaidekaphobia a fear of ? 

FUN TRIVIA 
 

*A lonely old woman living with a black cat in the 17th Century would probably have been 
accused of witchcraft.  
 

*Biologists have found that wolves will respond to humans imitating their howls. The       
International Wolf Center in Minnesota even sponsors “howl nights” on which people can 
howl in the wilderness and hope for an answering howl. 
 

*The early Christian Church believed all cats to be in cahoots with the devil, especially black 
cats. Anti-cat hysteria reached fever pitch in the Middle Ages when cats were hunted down 
and persecuted for no reason other than being a cat. 
 

*In Tasseography - fortune-telling by tea leaves - a cat signifies false friends and deceit; 
someone lies in treacherous ambush, probably a false friend - ‘beware’! 

*In Scotland, a strange dog coming to the house means a new friendship, while in England, 
to meet a spotted or black or white dog on your way to a business appointment is lucky.  
 

*The Greeks believed that if someone ate meat from a wolf-killed lamb, he or she ran a high 
risk of becoming a vampire. 
 

*Dogs are believed to be aware of the presence of ghosts, and their barking, whimpering or 
howling is often the first warning of supernatural occurrences. 
 

*The next full moon on Halloween night will be October 31, 2020.  
 

ANSWERS                                                                                                                                              

1.  Ghosts.    2. Hogwarts School of  Wizardry.     3. Lycanthropy.                                                                                         

4. Turnips.      5. A Familiar.     6. The number 13. 

Halloween Myths & Superstitions  

 You will have good luck if on the night before Halloween you sleep facing south.  

 You find on your way a piece of coal and you pick it up.  

 If you hear a cat sneeze, you will be lucky.  

 A robin flies inside your house.  

 You put a dress on inside out.  

 If the top of your head itches, you will have good luck.  

 Another good luck sign is if you sneeze three times before breakfast.  

 If you dream of a white cat, you will be a lucky person.  

 But If you SEE a white cat on Halloween, you will have bad luck.  

Folklore tales state that if you care to          
encounter a witch, put your clothes on inside 
out and walk backwards on Halloween night. 
This will supposedly protect you. 

https://stephanie-grant.pixels.com/
http://www.dioji.com/
http://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/
http://www.aaapetsitting.biz/


Local Pet Rescues 

Name Phone # Website Location 

Agoura Animal Shelter 
All for Love Animal Rescue 
Animal Foundation of America   

Animal Rescue Volunteers 
C.A.R.L. 

Cats at the Studios 
Cat’s Cradle Rescue 
Concerned People for Animals 

Dobies & Little Paws 
Dog Days Search & Rescue 

Friends of Milo Foundation 
Herman Bennett Foundation 

Humane Society of Ven. Co 
LIFE Rescue 
Lucy Pet Foundation 

Military Animal Project 
PALS Furrever Canine Rescue 

Paw Works 
PawPurrs Kitten & Cat Rescue 

Pet Stop Rescue 
Pink Paws 

Pivot Educational Outreach 
Riley’s Rescue 

Rosie’s Rescue 
Save a Rescue 
Shelter Hope Pet Shop 

Simi Valley Missing Pets 
Smiley Tails Rescue 

SV Non-profit Spay/Neuter 
So.Cal Pit Bull Rescue 
SPARC 

Surfcat Café & Adoptions 
The Little Angels Project 
The Purrfect Cat Cafe 

Valley Cats, Inc 
Ventura Co. Animal Services 

Wise Tails Dog Sanctuary 
Zoe's No Fleas Market 

818-991-0071 
805-445-3535 

805-905-9951 
805-579-8047 
805-644-7387 

818-341-8936 
805-485-8811 

805-482-6587 
805-524-5102 
805-551-9706 

- - - - - - -  
805-445-7171 
805-646-6505  

818-707-2007 
805-499-5829 

805-551-1168 
805-607-2012 
805-852-1744 

818-326-2580 
805-583-3037 

805-492-1885 
805-889-4800 
805-490-9922 

805-330-1401 
818-300-4616 
805-379-3538 

805-522-7867 
323-552-9224 

805-584-3823 
805-304-2902 
805-613-7753 

805-500-7125 
818-865-1800 
805-419-6116  

818-883-5252 
805-388-4341 

805-738-8123 
805-907-0655  

www.animalcare.la county.gov 
www.allforloveanimalrescue.org 

www.animalfoundationofamerica.com  
www.arvsimi.org 

www.carldogs.org 
www.catsathestudios.com 
www.catscradlerescue.org/ 

www.concernedpeopleforanimals.org 
www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org  

www.facebook.com/dogdayssar/ 

www.friendsofmilofoundation.org/ 
www.hermanbennettfoundation.org 

www.hsvc.org  
www.lifeanimalrescue.org 

www.lucypetfoundation.org 

www.militaryanimalproject.com 
No website Available 
www.pawworks.org 

 No website Available 
 No website Available 

www.pinkpawsrescueandadoption.org 
www.pivotareo.org 

www.rileysrescue.org 

www.rosiesrescue.org 
www.savearescue.org 

www.shelterhopepetshop.org 
www.simivalleymissingpets.org 

www.smileytailsrescue.org 

www.simivalleynonprofitspayandneuter.com  
www.facebook.com/socalpitties  

www.santapaulaarc.org 

www.surfcatcafe.org 
squareup.com/store/the-little-angels-project 

www.thepurrfectcat.com 
www.valleycatsinc.com 

www.vcas.us  

www.wisetails.org 
www.zoesnofleasmarket.org/ 

Agoura Hills 
Call for Details 

Thousand Oaks 
Simi Valley 

Call for Details 
Call for Details 

Ventura 

Camarillo 
Fillmore 

Simi Valley 

Simi Valley/LA 
Ventura County 

Ventura County 
Westlake Village 
Thousand Oaks 

Ventura County 
Ventura/Oxnard 
TO/CAM/VEN 

Simi Valley 
Simi Valley 

Thousand Oaks 
Ventura County 
Call for Details 

Ventura 
Online 

Thousand Oaks 
Simi Valley 
Moorpark 

Simi Valley 
Simi Valley 
Santa Paula 

Ventura 
Conejo Valley 

Camarillo 
Westlake Village 

Camarillo/SV 

Ven. County 
Thousand Oaks 

PET GROOMERS 
 

Barks ‘N’ Bubbles  805-978-8620 
Groomiez Mob. Spa  805-500-8400 

 
If you have a pet business and would like to be included,   

please contact us:           

info@petzgazette.com |  805-905-9471 
 

PAW-SCOPES 
DOGS 
The Scorpio dog is robust and strong willed. 
They usually get what they want and are 
very influential over other dogs and people. 
Let them strut their stuff, dressed in their 
Halloween costumes and you'll soon see 
who's boss! 
CATS 
You know that black cat that shows up on 
Halloween, following the witch and sneak-
ing around in the night? Well, that's your 
typical dark, mysterious Scorpio cat, for 
sure.  At this time of year kitty is intense, 
feisty, unpredictable and vengeful.            
No wonder black cats get a bad rap on   
Halloween!  

Animals Synonomous with Halloween 
*Ancient Romans believed that owls were bad omens 
and their cries were thought of as a sign of death. 
Since owls only come out at night, they are also 
thought of as evil spirits.  
*A wolf’s cry in the night is a piercing sound that is not 
only used to frighten us on Halloween but also shows 
up in movies just before things get really scary.  
*Creepy crawly arachnids can certainly give people the 
heebie jeebies. After all, what’s Halloween without a 
few black spiders and hanging webs?  
*Tales of toads and witches are a big part of         
Halloween. They are found in witches’ brews. 
*It is believed that bats would fly around witches’ fires 
to catch the moths that were drawn to the light and 
heat.  

 

   PET SITTERS/DOG WALKERS 
 

AAA Petsitting       818-269-3419 
Fuzy Face Pet Sitting       805-297-7211     
Hannah's Pet Sitting                         805-807-8644 
Kelsey Kare Pet Sitting Serv     805-358-0162 

 

If you have a pet business and would like to be included,   
please contact us:           

info@petzgazette.com |  805-905-9471 

Halloween Trivia 
 

*The Ouija Board ended up 
outselling the game of         
Monopoly in its first full year at 
Salem. Over two million copies 
of the Ouija Board were 
shipped. 
*If the flame on a candle goes 
out and it happens to be     
Halloween, then you have a 
ghost visiting you!  And if a 
candle flame suddenly turns 
blue, there's definitely a ghost 
nearby. 

Funny Short Tale 

Nora Jones was delivering a 
new plastic  skeleton to the 
doctor's office.  As she waited 
at the main desk, Nora was 
aware that the waiting room  
was full of patients staring at 
her.  So she smiled and said,"    
I am bringing him in to doctor 
Henderson."  

An old lady said sympatheti-
cally, "My dear!  Isn't it a bit 
late for the  doctor?" 

https://dogdayssar.com/
http://www.lacounty.gov/residents/animals-pets
http://www.allforloveanimalrescue.org/
http://animalfoundationofamerica.com/
http://www.arvsimi.org
http://carldogs.org/
http://catsatthestudios.com/
http://www.catscradlerescue.org/
http://www.concernedpeopleforanimals.org
http://www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org
https://www.facebook.com/dogdayssar/
https://friendsofmilofoundation.org/
http://hermanbennettfoundation.org/
http://www.hsvc.org
http://www.lifeanimalrescue.org
http://www.lucypetfoundation.org
http://www.militaryanimalproject.com
http://www.pawworks.org
http://www.pinkpawsrescueandadoption.org
http://www.pivotareo.org
http://www.rileysrescue.org
http://www.rosiesrescue.org
http://www.savearescue.org
http://www.shelterhopepetshop.org
http://www.simivalleymissingpets.org
https://www.smileytailsrescue.org/
http://www.simivalleynonprofitspayandneuter.com
Facebook.com/socalpitties
http://www.santapaulaarc.org
http://www.surfcatcafe.org
https://squareup.com/store/the-little-angels-project
http://www.thepurrfectcat.com/
http://www.valleycatsinc.com
http://www.vcas.us
http://wisetails.org/
http://www.zoesnofleasmarket.org/
https://www.facebook.com/barksnbubbles28/
https://www.groomiez.com/
https://www.kelseykare.com/
http://www.aaapetsitting.biz/
https://www.facebook.com/FuzyFace/
https://www.facebook.com/hannahelizabethpetsitting/
https://www.kelseykare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hannahelizabethpetsitting/
https://www.facebook.com/FuzyFace/


Silly Halloween Q & A 
 

Q. What do goblins and ghosts drink when they're hot and thirsty on Halloween?       
A. Ghoul-aid!!! 
Q. Who was the most famous witch detective?       
A. Warlock Holmes 
Q. Where do most werewolves live?              
A. In Howl-y-wood, CA. 
Q. Why can't a Skeleton Lift Weights?          
 A. He's all bones & no muscle. 
Q. Where does a ghost go on vacation?        
A. Mali-boo. 
Q: What happens when a flying witch breaks the sound barrier?  
A: You hear the broom boom. 
Q. Why did the vampire go to the orthodontist? 
A. To improve his bite…! 
Q: Which story do all little witches love to hear at bedtime?  
A: "Ghoul Deluxe and the Three Scares."  
Q. Why did the skeleton climb a tree?  
A. Because a dog was after its bones...  
Q. Which building does Dracula visit in New York?  
A. The Vampire State Building. 
Q. Why did the headless horseman go into business?  
A. He wanted to get ahead in life.  

Local Pet-Friendly Outdoor Restaurants, 

Café’s & Coffee Bars 

Restaurant Location Phone # 

CJ’s Urban Café Moorpark 805-529-5987 

Grinder Deli & Restaurant Moorpark 805-529-2288 

Lucky Fool’s Pub Moorpark 805-532-1500 

Luna Llena Restaurant Moorpark 805-876-0510 

Pizza Man Dan’s Moorpark 805-658-6666 

The Cactus Patch Moorpark 805-529-9550 

List Your Pet-Friendly Establishment  Here For FREE  

Did you know . . . . ! 
*The ancient Celts thought that spirits and ghosts roamed the 

countryside on Halloween night. They began wearing masks and 

costumes to avoid being recognized as human. 

*In the U.S., trick-or-treating became a customary Halloween 

tradition around the late 1950s. 

*Ancient Egyptians believed that “Bast” was the mother of all 

cats on Earth. They also believed that cats were sacred animals. 

 

Due to limited space availability this month, our October list of Events & 
Activities can be viewed on our website. (and there are many!) 

www.petzgazette.com/events 

Spider Superstitions 
In mythology worldwide, the spider is prominently      
featured.  Throughout Africa, the spider is either a     
trickster or a great god.   The Japanese believe that     
Spider Woman can ensnare careless travellers. The 
Greeks and Norse looked upon spiders as the weavers of 
people’s fates and connecting the past with the future.  
In North America, it is believed that the sighting of a   
spider on Halloween means the spirit of a loved one is   
watching over you. 

Did You Know . . . . ! 

*Over 60% of pet owners dress their pets in Halloween costumes. 
*The first Halloween card was made in the early 1920’s. These days, over 28 
million Halloween cards are sent each year. 
* Many black cats have golden eyes, which is the result of high melanin pigment 
content in their bodies. 
* Did you know that in the dictionary there are no words that rhyme with    
Orange. 
* Trick or treating was originally called "Guising" and children and poor adults 

wore costumes and begged for food or money in exchange for songs or prayers!  

http://www.cafemoorparkca.com/
http://www.grinderdeli.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LuckyFoolsPub/
https://www.facebook.com/Luna-Llena-Restaurant-Moorpark-2055879807817382/
http://www.pizzamandans.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CactusPatchRestaurant/?rf=475308192603073
http://smilingcanines.com/
https://petzgazette.com/events/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  PET BOUTIQUE PLAZA 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HALLOWEEN 
TREATS FOR  

YOUR POOCH ! 
Look no further than The Dog Bak-
ery in Los Angeles for tasty and 
delicious wheat-free and gluten-
free home-baked dog treats for 
your precious pooch! 
 

Order your pet's Halloween treats 
and have them delivered straight 
to your door before they disap-
pear! 

 

The Dog Bakery 
www.thedogbakery.com 

310-313-1801 

 
Spooky 

Halloween!     
 

From costumes and strollers, to 
treats for your furry friends! 

 

Theresa's has everything you need 
for a "Boo-tiful" Halloween with 

your Fur-Baby!  

Check out their website  
 

www.theresascountryfeedandpet.com  
 

805-583-3599 

 
 
 

Fun and Unique Items for Dogs and those who love them. 
Breed-Specific Items 

Household and Novelty Items 
 

Large ceramic treat jar. A generous 9” tall (with lid) x 6” 

diameter.  One of several items that can be           custom-

ized using your own photo, text or artwork at no addition 

charge:  Price $45.00 

www.k9crazy.com  

or www.facebook.com/k9crazydotcom 

     K9 CRAZY.COM 

HALLOWEEN  
SPECIALS! 

 

Just in time for the spooky   

season! This whole NEW line 

of toys by SteelDog all have 

another toy—a ball, rope, or 

water bottle—INSIDE them! 

Some are spooky, some are 

cute, some squeak,              

some crinkle! 

ALL are tons of fun!  

Check out our website: 

www.pacificcoastpetsmalibu.com  
 

     Or call us:  310-317-8600  
 

 

818-578-6809 
www.k9crazy.com  

https://www.thedogbakery.com/
https://www.thedogbakery.com/
https://www.theresascountryfeedandpet.com/
https://www.theresascountryfeedandpet.com/
http://www.k9crazy.com/index.html
http://www.k9crazy.com
http://www.facebook.com/k9crazydotcom
http://www.k9crazy.com/index.html
https://www.thedogbakery.com/
http://pacificcoastpetsmalibu.com/
http://www.k9crazy.com/index.html
http://www.k9crazy.com/index.html


The Cat’s Meow! 
          Folklore  

 

Halloween is one of the most celebrated holidays of the year.  Trick or treating and dressing up in    costume 
are only part of the fascination with Halloween.  Myths and folklore abound on this holiday and one of the fa-

vorite characters of Halloween legend is the black cat.  Whether the folklore is true or not, it is fun to read 
about them and what history has believed about them in the past.  The following are a few popular myths. 

If a black cat crossed a person’s path without hurting them, that person is believed to be protected.  
In ancient times, it was believed that witches became cats at night.  

Black cats found safe shelter with old women who lived by themselves.  That is the basis of the   belief 
that old maids live with a house full of cats.  

Fisherman’s wives believed that black cats would protect their husbands while they were at sea.   
King Charles I of England believed his black cat was lucky and had it guarded day                         and 

night.                       When the cat died, enemies came and beheaded the King.  



Witches Familiars:   

What is  a Familiar Spirit  And Common Familiars?  

What is a Familiar Spirit? 

Modern witches refer to their household pets as their “familiars”, but the concept of a familiar   
originally meant something different. So, what is a familiar spirit if not a witch’s magical pet?            
A familiar spirit,  according to historical Witch Trial documents, refers to a spirit that aided the witch 
in her magical workings. It was said the familiar was gifted to the witch by the devil and typically the 
witch would make a pact with the familiar. The pact would define what the witch would do for the 
familiar spirit in exchange for the familiar spirit’s help. These familiar spirits could take nearly any 
form they’d like including different animals and human likenesses.  

The Witch’s Hare 

Possibly one of the lesser known of the familiars is the hare. A hare is a large type of rabbit        
prominent in Europe and parts of North America. There are many folklore stories that tell of women 
shapeshifting into hares to steal things from their neighbors or escape from danger. A common 
witch’s familiar in the Dark Ages and Early Modern Era was the hare. Tibb was a familiar spirit during 
the Pendle Witch Trials in England who was said to appear as a hare. There’s a theory that hares 
were associated with witches because they were sacred of ancient goddesses of the past (Eostre,   
Artemis, Hecate, Holda). When the Church wanted to convert the “pagans”, they had to make the old 
customs and deities look evil – hence turning sacred animals into “witches familiars” or evil spirits.  

The Witch’s Black Cat 

The black cat is the most well-known of the familiars. Ancient people 
worshiped cats and modern people love them. The first domesticated 
cat was in Ancient Egypt which no doubt was linked directly to the  
goddess Bast and therefore held in high regard (cats were even     
mummified). In old Norse culture, the goddess Freya was flanked by 
two large cats. In the confession of Elizabeth Demdike during the    
Pendle Witch Trials, the accused witch said her familiar’s name was 
Tibb. Tibb was a familiar  spirit who took the form of many animals, and 
in one part of her confession, Tibb appeared to her as a black cat.  

               

Witches and Dogs 

Witches and dogs were often seen together. Hounds have been associated with the afterlife for  
thousands of years, so it’s no wonder witches had black dog familiars. Alizon Device of the Pendle 
Witch Trials confessed to having a familiar who took the form of a black hound. Her familiar, the 
black dog, lamed a man after she requested it of him. In 1645, Helen Clark claimed to have met the 
devil who had taken the form of a black dog.  

 

A witch and her famil iars – l izard, monkey, cat .  



Hounds of the Gods 

Certain gods and goddesses were protected by hounds, including the Greek Goddess of Witches —
Hecate. There were also ancient gods who were depicted as dogs themselves —Anubis, the jackal-
headed god of the Egyptians and Cerberus, the three-headed guard dog of the Underworld. Dogs 
have long been tied to the crossroads between life and death, which explains why witches and dogs 
are linked. 

 
Wolves were often linked to witches in the Dark Ages.  

The Wolf 

In addition to the likely suspects, there were other animals that were witches familiars during the 
Dark Ages. In Northern Europe, wolves and witches were closely linked. During the werewolf -witch 
trials, men and women were accused of witchcraft and shapeshifting. Was it the witches shifting into 
wolves or were they actually wolf familiars? Wolves were sacred to the old gods like Apollo and Odin, 
as well. 

 

Other Familiars 

Any type of weird or unlikely creature was accused 
of being a witch’s familiar. Some of the lesser 
known familiars included frogs, toads, lizards, 
blackbirds, butterflies, snakes, and insects.             
A witch’s familiar was not always in the form of an 
animal…the familiar spirit could also take the form 
of a human being if it so wished. A couple of the 
Pendle Witches confessed to their familiars taking 
the shape of a full grown man or little boy. 

 



Witches’ Familiars Today OR Magical Pets?  

There are modern pagans who believe in animal spirits as guides and guardians. There are those who 
call themselves modern witches who have “familiars”, but these aren’t spirits as they were in the 
past. They are cute, fluffy household pets such as a cat, dog, bird, etc. Modern witches call these 
household pets their familiars but they might be better suited to be called magical pets. For a     
modern witch to lay claim to a familiar spirit, the animal must have made a pact with the witch.     
The animal familiar is actually not an animal, per se, but a spirit who takes the form of an animal…
and typically this spirit will not reside in the witch’s home.  

Are Spirit Guides the Same Thing? 

Familiars are different from totem animals and animal spirit guides, though they are all thrown into 
the same proverbial pot. Totem animals are an animal that guards a specific tribe, family, or lineage 
and are used as   a symbol to the family or tribe. An animal spirit guide may come to you in a dream 
or in real life to teach you a valuable lesson. The familiar will stay with the witch for a certain time to 
help him/her out magically and then they may leave and return later. According to Doreen Valiente, 
the spirit guides of today were the familiars of the past. They could possibly be the same thing … it 
all depends on how you look at it. 

Of course, this could just be a load of “Hocus Pocus”!  

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 


