
WE SHOULD REALLY WEAR BLUE 

Saint Patrick himself would have to deal with pinching 
on his feast day. His color was “Saint Patrick’s blue,” a 
light shade. The color green only became associated 
with the big day after it was linked to the Irish         
independence movement in the late 18th century. 

CAT TRIVIA 
*A house cat could beat superstar runner Usain Bolt in 
the 200 meter dash. 
*Cats are crepuscular, which means that they’re most 
active at dawn and dusk. 
*Many cats like to lick their owner’s freshly washed hair. 
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http://www.aaapetsitting.biz/
https://westcoast.invisiblefence.com/your-local-dealer/home
https://www.theshaggychic.com/
http://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/


Local Pet Rescues 

Clickable Links Phone # Location 

Agoura Animal Shelter 
All for Love Animal Rescue 
Animal Foundation of America   

Animal Rescue Volunteers 
C.A.R.L. 

Cats at the Studios 
Cat’s Cradle Rescue 
Concerned People for Animals 

Dobies & Little Paws 
Dog Days Search & Rescue 

Friends of Milo Foundation 
Furry Funding 
Healthcare for Homeless Anim. 

Herman Bennett Foundation 
Humane Society of Ven. Co 

LIFE Rescue 
Lucy Pet Foundation 
Military Animal Project 
PALS Furrever Canine Rescue 

Paw Works 
PawPurrs Kitten & Cat Rescue 

Pink Paws 
Pivot Educational Outreach 

Riley’s Rescue 
Rosie’s Rescue 
Shelter Hope Pet Shop 

Simi Valley Missing Pets 
So.Cal Pit Bull Rescue 

SPARC 
Surfcat Café & Adoptions 
The Little Angels Project 

The Purrfect Cat Cafe 
Valley Cats, Inc 
Ventura Co. Animal Services 

Wise Tails Dog Sanctuary 

818-991-0071 
805-445-3535 

805-905-9951 
805-579-8047 
805-644-7387 

818-341-8936 
805-485-8811 

805-482-6587 
805-524-5102 
805-551-9706 

 

855-777-7007 
818-483-4228  

805-445-7171 
805-646-6505  

818-707-2007 
805-499-5829 
805-551-1168 

805-607-2012 
805-852-1744 

818-326-2580 
805-492-1885 
805-889-4800 

805-490-9922 
805-330-1401 
805-379-3538 

805-522-7867 
805-304-2902 

805-613-7753 
805-500-7125 
818-865-1800 

805-419-6116  
818-883-5252 
805-388-4341 

805-738-8123 

Agoura Hills 
Call for Details 

Thousand Oaks 
Simi Valley 

Call for Details 
Call for Details 

Ventura 

Camarillo 
Fillmore 

Simi Valley 

Simi Valley/LA 
Westlake Village 

Ventura County 
Ventura County 

Ojai 

Westlake Village 
Thousand Oaks 
Ventura County 
Ventura/Oxnard 

Ventura/Oxnard 
Simi Valley 

Thousand Oaks 
Ventura County 

Thousand Oaks 
Ventura 

Thousand Oaks 

Simi Valley 
Simi Valley 

Santa Paula 
Ventura 

Conejo Valley 

Camarillo 
Westlake Village 

Camarillo/SV 
Ventura County 

QUIZ 

 1. What is a polecat?  

 2. Which dog is said to have been used to carry brandy?  

 3. What is the name given to animals that only eat plants? 

 4. What is a Polydactyl? 

 5. In the nursery rhyme, Hey Diddle Diddle, what did the dog do? 

 6.  What is the collective term for Foxes? 

        MARCH 2021 

Barks & Meow’s Express! 
 

 

ANSWERS                                                                                                                                              
1. Wild Ferret/Weasel.       2.   St. Bernard.     3.  Herbivores.     

4.  Animal with extra toes.     5. He Laughed.      6.  Skulk or Leash.  
 

FUN TRIVIA 
 

*The earliest ancestor of the cat was the Miacis, which lived over fifty five 
million years ago. The Macis had a long body and tail, short legs and looked 
somewhat like a weasel. The ancestor of all domestic cats is the African wild 
cat. All domestic cats are members of the same species,  Felis Catus or Felis 
silvestris catus. 
 

*Spiked dog collars were invented in ancient Greece and were originally 
designed to protect dogs throats from wolf attacks.  
 

*Two stray dogs in Afghanistan saved 50 American soldiers. A Facebook 
group raised $21,000 to bring the dogs back to the US and reunite them 
with the soldiers. 
 

*A dog’s shoulder blades are unattached to the rest of the skeleton to allow 
greater flexibility for running. 
 

*Irishman Thomas Fitzpatrick successfully led the first wagon train across 
the prairies to California.  
 

*Trinity College Library in Dublin is where is the Book of Kells, an illuminated 
religious manuscript is kept. 
 

*Irish Coffee was invented at The Buena Vista Bar in San Francisco. 
 

*Central Park in New York City is the site of the Old Irish Shantytown. 
 

*A grandiose neo-Gothic building in Cobh, County Cork, St Colman’s         
Cathedral took 47 years to build and finally opened in 1911. Its spire stands 
100m tall and the tower houses 42 bells, comprising the largest  carillon in  
Ireland.  
*The Dalmatian dog is named for the Dalmatian Coast of Croatia, where it is 
believed to have been originally bred.  

Picasso 
The artist Pablo Picasso owned a dog named Kabul 
whom   Picasso claimed influenced his painting style.  
Kabul was an Afghan Hound. Picasso claimed that he 
would see Kabul in his mind while painting portraits, 
thus encouraging him to paint people with longer noses 
and finer, fluffier hair. 

http://www.lacounty.gov/residents/animals-pets
http://www.allforloveanimalrescue.org/
http://animalfoundationofamerica.com/
http://www.arvsimi.org
http://carldogs.org/
http://catsatthestudios.com/
http://www.catscradlerescue.org/
http://www.concernedpeopleforanimals.org
http://www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org
https://www.facebook.com/dogdayssar/
https://friendsofmilofoundation.org/
https://furryfunding.org/
http://www.healthcareforhomelessanimals.org
http://hermanbennettfoundation.org/
http://www.hsvc.org
http://www.lifeanimalrescue.org
http://www.lucypetfoundation.org
http://www.militaryanimalproject.com
http://www.pawworks.org
http://www.pinkpawsrescueandadoption.org
http://www.pivotareo.org
http://www.rileysrescue.org
http://www.rosiesrescue.org
http://www.shelterhopepetshop.org
http://www.simivalleymissingpets.org
Facebook.com/socalpitties
http://www.santapaulaarc.org
http://www.surfcatcafe.org
squareup.com/store/the-little-angels-project
http://www.thepurrfectcat.com/
http://www.valleycatsinc.com
http://www.vcas.us
http://wisetails.org/
https://www.kelseykare.com/
https://itspawfect.com/
https://www.smilingcanines.com/


IRISH JOKES 
 

Speaking Clock 
Paddy asks Murphy “what’s that gong for that you have  
hanging on the wall?”  
“That’s my speaking clock” replies Murphy.  
“How does that work?” asks Paddy.   
Murphy opens a drawer and gets out a hammer and thumps 
the gong, and a voice replies… 
”for God’s sake not again – its 2 O’Clock in the morning!” 
 

Dark Journey 
Farmer O'Neill had been invited to supper by his neighbor, 
Farmer Kelly. Expecting that his homeward journey would be 
dark, he had taken a stable lamp. The drink was not spared 
and the men sat long over their glasses. O'Neill, however, 
reached home safely, guided by his lamp. The next morning 
he received the following note from his friend: 
"O'Neill, I am sending your stable lamp with bearer. Please 
return my parrot and cage." 

PAW-SCOPES 

DOGS 
Your pooch can be rather lazy and indulgent at times.   
And without lifting a paw, they make a beautiful display 
sprawled across the couch. When not resting, he or she 
needs to have interactive playtime, both inside and out   
as this is a must to keep their mental and physical agility 
intact.  
 
CATS 
Your cat can be your true companion for life, bonding with 
you on many levels. Try not to leave home without leaving 
something of yours for them to snuggle up to. They will 
miss you less if a reminder of your essence is left behind. 

Irish Silliness! 
 

 ‘I’m the unluckiest person in the whole world,’ moaned 
Betty McGrath. ‘I bought a non-stick pan and can’t get 
the label off.’  

 ‘I was going to give him a nasty look but he already had 
one!’ 

 Did you know says Murphy, there’s twice as many       
eyebrows in the world as there are people! 

 Irish Scientists have discovered that birthdays are good 
for you…the more you have the longer you live.  

 Did you hear Ireland’s solved their unemployment     
problem? You don’t leave school till you are 65. 

 The walls in my flat, says Murphy, are so thin, that every 
time I ask my wife a question, I get three different       
answers. 

Delorean 
The famous Delorean car was built in Dunmurry,    
Northern Ireland. It was also featured in the movie     
trilogy ‘Back to the Future’ starring Michael J Fox and 
Christopher Lloyd. 

IRISH MOVIE STARS 
*Liam Neeson is one of Ireland’s most   
famous actors having starred in films 
such as Love Actually and Taken. Born 
in Ballymena, he has gone on to star  
alongside some of Hollywood’s biggest 
names, including Mel Gibson and     
Anthony Hopkins.  
 
*Pierce Brosnan OBE is an Irish actor, 
film producer, and environmental      
activist. He became known as the fifth 
actor to play secret agent James Bond 
in the Bond film series. 

https://thegratefulgroomers.com/


Irish Dogs  

The Irish Setter 
Bred from a mix of Irish Water Spaniel, Irish Terrier, English Setter, 
Spaniel, Pointer, and the Gordon Setter, this dashing beauty became 
popular with the Irish and British Aristocracy in the 18th century.      
An intrepid hunting dog, the Irish setter was admired for his stylish 
red coat, strength and stealth movements and distinctly clownish 
personality. 
The Glen of Imaal Terrier 
Like many of his working Terrier kin, the Glen of Imaal Terrier was 
initially bred to rid homes and farms of vermin, badger, and fox.   
However, this rough and rugged little guy also had the unique culinary 
task of helping the cook by acting as a turnspit dog. Designed to    
paddle on a large wheel, the Glen of Imaal would rotate the turnspit 
by walking and turn the spit over the hearth, thus creating a canine 
propelled rotisserie. 
Irish Water Spaniel 
Considered by many to be the comedian of the spaniel family, the 
Irish Water Spaniel has a twinkle in his eye that reflects his breeds 
noted intelligence. Possessing a curly, water repellent double coat and 
rat-like tail, the Irish Water Terrier can be traced as far back as the 7th 
and 8th centuries. 
Irish Wolfhound 
The old Irish proverb, “Gentle when stroked, but fierce when         
provoked,” best describes the loyal and athletic Irish Wolfhound. The 
tallest of all breeds, the Irish Wolfhound   can be dated as far back as 
391 A.D. Often given as a gift from one Lord to another, the Irish 
Wolfhound fulfilled many purposes including guarding the castle, 
hunting, and fighting beside his master in battle, in addition to being a 
gentle and loving family pet. 

Local Pet-Friendly Outdoor Restaurants, 

Café’s & Coffee Shops 

Restaurant Location Phone # 

Brent’s Deli Wlk Vlg 805-557-1882 

East Coast Bagels Wlk Vlg 805-494-9099 

Sea Casa Wlk Vlg 805-374-1921 

The Gallery Restaurant Wlk Vlg 818-889-1338 

Little Calf Creamery & Café Wlk Vlg 805-917-6855 

Tikka Grill Wlk Vlg 818-597-0048 

Alpine Deli T.O. 805-496-4707 

Little Calf Creamery & Café T.O 805-497-2000 

Mouthful Eatery T.O. 805-777-9222 

Snapper Jack’s T.O 805-494-9777 

Tipsy Goat T.O. 805-494-9996  

Thousand Oaks Fish & Chips T.O. 805-495-1614 

MythPoint Bistro T.O. 805-443-4242 

Toppers Pizza Place T.O 805-495-4444 

Breakfast Café Oak Park 818-865-8807 

Agoura’s Famous Deli Agoura Hills 818-889-9113 

Village Bakery & Café Agoura Hills 818-736-9898 

Boar Dough Tasting Room Agoura Hills 818-889-2387 

Cronies Sports Grill Agoura Hills 818-889-0889  

Tifa Chocolate & Gelato Agoura Hills/WV 818-879-0685  

Caffe Aroma Newbury Park 805-375-7150 

Country Harvest Restaurant Newbury Park 805-375-4598 

El Sancho Loco Taqueria Newbury Park 805-376-8226 

Patron Mexican Bar & Grill  Newbury Park 805-498-3188 

Red Wok Newbury Park 805-498-1301 

Roma Italian Deli & Restaurant Newbury Park 805-499-2455 

The Sandwich Spot Newbury Park 805-375-3400  

List your pet-friendly establishment here  

 

http://www.dioji.com/
https://odiepetinsurance.com/
http://www.brentsdeli.com/
http://eastcoastbagelco.com/
http://www.theseacasa.com/
http://www.thegallerywestlake.com/
http://www.littlecalfcreamery.com/
https://www.tikkagrill.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/alpine-delicatessen-thousand-oaks
http://www.littlecalfcreamery.com/
http://www.mouthfuleatery.com/
http://www.snapperjackstacoshack.com/
http://www.thetipsygoat.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Thousand-Oaks-Fish-Chips-146604238697668/
http://mythpoint.com/2/
http://topperspizzaplace.com/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/breakfast-cafe-oak-park
http://agourasfamousdeli.com/
http://vbakerycafe.com/
http://www.boardoughtastingroom.com/
http://cronies.com/
http://tifachocolateandgelato.com/
https://caffe-aroma.business.site/
http://www.countryharvest.restaurant/
http://www.elsancholocotaqueria.com/
https://patronmex.com/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/red-wok-newbury-park
http://www.romaitaliandeli.com/
https://www.thesandwichspot.com/


Conejo Valley 

 

Simi Valley/Moorpark/Somis 

 

Camarillo 

Ventura/Oxnard 

 

Santa Barbara/Goleta 

 

 

 
 

www.petzgazette.com 
Pet Boarding / Day Care 

www.petzgazette.com 

Barks N' Rec 
29348 Roadside Dr,  
Agoura Hills, CA 91301  
818-532-7022  
www.barksnrecagourahills.com/  

 

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
5076 Chesebro Rd.  
Agoura Hills, CA 91301  
818-851-9077 
www.dioji.com 

 

 

Beach Dog Fun  
4035 Adolfo Rd, Ste- L 
Camarillo, CA 93012 
805-987-1364 

        www.beachdogfun.com 

Laughing Dog Inn 
3362 Cajon Cir,  
Santa Rosa Valley, CA 93012  
805-586-4390     
www.laughingdoginn.com 

Balcom Canyon Pet Lodge 
7980 Balcom Canyon Rd,  
Somis, CA 93066  

805-523-7076 
    www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com 

Double T Kennels  
5040 Barnard St,  
Simi Valley, CA 93066  
805-583-8280 
www.doubletkennels.com 

 

Simi Valley Pet Resort 
1655 E Los Angeles Ave,  
Simi Valley, CA 93065  
805-522-3294  
www.simivalleypetresort.com 

Welcome to the Petzgazette's new list 
of Pet Boarding/Day Care locations 
that are available in your area.   
All of these facilities are compliant 
with the new Coronavirus procedures 
to  assure the health and  safety of 
their  customers and staff. 

COMING SOON!    
Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
633 E Ventura Blvd,  
Oxnard, CA 93036 
www.dioji.com 

Send Rover On Over Daycare 
Center 
1255 Callens Road, Suite E  
Ventura, CA 93003 
805-650-3294  

                      www.sendroveronover.com 
 

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
822 E. Yanonali St.  
Santa Barbara, CA 93103  
805-845-0500     
www.dioji.com 

 

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
7340 Hollister Ave.   
Goleta, CA 93117 
805-685-6068     
www.dioji.com 

Camp Canine  
803 E Montecito St 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 
805-962-4790  
www.campcaninesb.com 

 

The Ruff Ranch 
1553 Meadowvale Rd 
Santa Ynez, CA 93460 
805-686-2690  
www.theruffranch.com 

 

805-905-9471 

http://www.petzgazette.com
http://www.petzgazette.com
https://www.facebook.com/beachdogfun1/
https://www.instagram.com/beachdogfun1/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/beach-dog-fun-camarillo
https://www.barksnrecagourahills.com/
http://www.barksnrecagourahills.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Barks-N-Rec-101508111301738/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/barks-n-rec-agoura-hills-3
http://www.dioji.com
http://www.dioji.com/
https://www.facebook.com/diojiah
https://beachdogfun.com/
http://www.beachdogfun.com/
https://www.laughingdoginn.com/
https://www.laughingdoginn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/laughingdoginn/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/laughing-dog-inn-santa-rosa-valley-2
https://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/
https://www.doubletkennels.com/
http://simivalleypetresort.com/
https://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Balcom-Canyon-Pet-Lodge-144970032192129
https://www.instagram.com/balcomcanyonpetlodge/
https://www.facebook.com/Double-T-Kennels-164405050263867/
https://www.doubletkennels.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/double-t-kennels-simi-valley
https://www.facebook.com/SimiValleyPet/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/simi-valley-pet-resort-simi-valley
http://simivalleypetresort.com/
https://twitter.com/simivalleypet
http://www.dioji.com
https://www.dioji.com/location/oxnard-coming-2019/
https://www.instagram.com/simivalleypet/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/diojiox/
https://www.instagram.com/dioji_oxnard/
http://www.sendroveronover.com/
http://www.sendroveronover.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/send-rover-on-over-ventura-2
http://www.dioji.com
http://www.dioji.com
https://campcaninesb.com/
https://theruffranch.com/
https://campcaninesb.com/
https://www.dioji.com/location/santa-barbara/
https://www.dioji.com/location/goleta/
https://theruffranch.com/
https://www.instagram.com/campcaninesb/
https://twitter.com/campcaninesb
https://www.facebook.com/CampCanineSB/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/camp-canine-santa-barbara
https://www.facebook.com/diojisb
https://www.instagram.com/dioji_sb/
https://www.facebook.com/DiojiK9ResortandAthleticClub
https://www.instagram.com/diojigoleta/
https://www.instagram.com/dioji_ah/
http://www.petzgazette.com
https://www.facebook.com/theruffranch
https://www.instagram.com/theruffranch/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/the-ruff-ranch-santa-ynez
https://www.instagram.com/sendrover.onover/?hl=en
https://www.yelp.com/biz/dioji-k-9-resort-and-athletic-club-agoura-hills-2?osq=dioji
https://www.yelp.com/biz/dioji-k-9-resort-and-athletic-club-santa-barbara?osq=dioji
https://www.yelp.com/biz/dioji-k-9-resort-and-athletic-club-goleta?osq=dioji
https://www.yelp.com/biz/balcom-canyon-pet-lodge-somis




HORSE TRIVIA 

Six Incredible Irish Horse Breeds 

#1 - Connemara Pony 

The Connemara pony hails from the area for which it’s named, the 

rugged and wildly beautiful west coast of Ireland. They are known 

for stamina, strength and sure-footedness, all things they need in 

order to survive in their native land. Farmers would have but one 

pony, and they would do everything – from pulling the plow or 

cart to carrying a rider – that was required. The breed became 

“official” with the formation of the Connemara Pony Stud Book in 

1929. 

 

#2 - Irish Draught 

The Irish Draught is not a large draft breed as the name implies. 

They are actually fairly fine boned and athletic, making them great 

for all-around use on the Irish Farm. Developed from the Irish 

Hobby horse, the Irish Draught is the national horse breed of  

Ireland. 

 

#3 - Gypsy Vanner 

Known by many names including Gypsy, Gypsy Cob, Irish Cob or 

even Tinker Horse, this is one of the most recognized horse 

breeds. The Drum Horse is very similar in appearance, but larger in 

size. The breed has a colorful history. The Gypsies of Ireland and 

the United Kingdom were dedicated to carefully developing the 

perfect caravan horse with lots of feather and color. 

 

#4 - Kerry Bog Pony 

The Kerry Bog Pony originated from the mountains and moorlands 

of the county Kerry in southwestern Ireland. Although mostly a 

feral horse at first, they came to be used for hauling peat out of 

the bogs. They are known for a gentle disposition and for being a 

versatile breed. 

 

#5 - Irish Sport Horse 

The Irish Sport Horse (sometimes referred to as an Irish Hunter) is 

the result of breeding an Irish Draught to another breed, usually a 

Thoroughbred or a European Warmblood. The cross results in an 

athletic, fast horse with the sensibility of the Draught. They are 

used for everything from transportation to working the land, and 

are very popular competition horses. 

 

#6 – Irish Hobby 

The Irish Hobby Horse is an extinct breed of horse that is believed 

to be one of the ancestors for the Irish Draught, Connemara Pony 

and possibly the same horse as Kerry Bog, as mentioned above. 

The breed was similar to the Garrano and Sorraia horses of   

Northern Spain and Portugal. According to the Irish Draught Horse 

Breed Association, the Thoroughbred itself may owe its speed to 

this little pony, whose name in Gaelic “obann” means “swift” or 

“fast.” 

TRIVIA 
*The record for the highest jump made by a horse is held 
by a horse named Huaso who jumped 8 feet, 1 and 1/4 
inches on February 5th, 1949 in Vina del Mar, Chile. He 
was ridden by Captain Alberto Larraguibel. 
 
*The record for the longest jump over water is held by a 
horse named “Something”,  who jumped 27 feet, 6 and 3/4 
inches on April 25, 1975 in Johannesburg, South Africa. He 
was ridden by Andre Ferreira.  

*A mule is a cross between a male donkey (called a jack) 
and a female horse (called a mare). Mules are usually    
sterile. 

*A hinny is a cross between a male horse (called a stallion) 
and a female donkey (called a jenny). Hinnies are usually 
sterile. 

*A horse’s age can usually be accurately determined by its 
teeth until the horse is about 9 years old. After that, a 
horse is known as “smooth mouthed” or “aged” and it be-
comes far more difficult or impossible to tell its age by its 
teeth. 





https://www.smilingcanines.com/


ST. PATRICK’S MEMES 



Reproduced by courtesy of SCVMA Pulse 

https://www.scvma.org/pulse-2021/


Dog Boarding Kennel 

We are a family-owned and operated business for 
over 28 years. Our philosophy at Balcom Canyon Pet 
Lodge is to provide the best possible care and     
comfort for your pet while you are away.  
 
Nestled in the hills of Somis, California, our kennel 
sits on three and a half acres of beautifully          

manicured lawns and gardens, where your pet will enjoy the fresh outdoors. Our Pet 
Lodge is designed to accommodate the needs of your loved ones 24 hours a day,        
7 days a week, 365 days per year.  
 
Your pet deserves a vacation while you're on    
vacation. Why not let them enjoy a get-away at 
our countryside setting, complete with soothing 
music, beds, water, food dishes and plenty of 
outside play time while they are our guests. 
 
Whether for a night, a weekend or a month, our 
hospitable and trained staff will cater to your 
pet's every need! 

https://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/


St. Patrick’s Day Word Search 

CLICK HERE TO PLAY ONLINE 
https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/2049701/march-madness/ 

https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/2049701/march-madness/


 
The history of No. 10 Downing Street pets 
Pets have long been associated with our country’s leaders, with Henry VIII said to have had a menagerie of animals to his name, including 

ferrets, falcons and monkeys as well as dogs. And now, when important political announcements stream live from Downing Street, many 

of us are keeping our eyes peeled for appearances of the famous furry friends, like Larry the Cat, the Chief Mouser to the Cabinet Office, 

who even has his own parody Twitter account. 

Larry was first adopted from Battersea Dogs and Cats Home in 2011 by then-Prime Minister, David Cameron to keep on top of the rodent 

issues at Number 10. Like something out of a cartoon, he even has a bit of a nemesis in the ‘house’ next door.  In 2016, the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office decided that they also needed some form of pest control and so they adopted Palmerston, again from Battersea 

Dogs and Cats Home and the two are said to have had several scuffles with each other. At one point, it reportedly got so bad between the 

two of them that the police had to get involved and Larry even required medical treatment. 

 

Having survived the run-ins with Palmerston, and stayed put throughout both David Cameron and 

Theresa May’s time in office, it appears that Larry is here for the long haul. Current Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson has now introduced a dog to the street yet has said that it’s unlikely that the two will 

ever cross paths. Dilyn is   another rescue, this time from Friends of Animals Wales. Puppy farmers 

abandoned the Jack Russell-cross due to his misaligned jaw, which made him ‘unsellable’. Boris 

Johnson and his girlfriend, Carrie Symonds, were keen to promote Lucy’s Law, which comes into 

effect in England next year and aims to crack down on puppy farms. 

 

The first cat to appear on the government payroll was Frilly, who resided at the British War Office 

some time around 1909. When he passed away, the staff raised the money necessary to have him 

stuffed and he still makes occasional appearances at special exhibitions. In 1924, Prime Minister 

Ramsay McDonald had a ginger cat named Rufus of England who sometimes went by the nickname 

Treasury Bill. Another famous feline to grace the halls of the country’s leaders is Munich Mouser who served under two of the  most well-

known names in British history, Neville Chamberlain and Winston Churchill. 

 

Wilberforce is another well-known historical feline resident of Downing Street, arriving from the RSPCA in 1973 while Edward Heath was 

Prime Minister. After 13 years of loyal service, Wilberforce retired and went to live a quiet life in the country. Humphrey, who arrived in 

1989, succeeded Wilberforce and was resident through both Margaret Thatcher and John Major’s Prime Minster ship but is said to have 

been ‘reshuffled’ out of the cabinet when Tony Blair took charge. 

These days there are several cats residing at Number 10 and while Larry and Palmerston are perhaps the most well-known thanks to their 

bitter feud, it appears that the only female feline resident, Evie, has been hitting the headlines more recently due to her ‘promotion’ to 

the Government Equalities Office in the Cabinet Office. Evie arrived in 2016 with her son Ossie from the Celia Hammond Animal Trust. 

Chief 

Mouser 

“LARRY” 

https://twitter.com/Number10cat
https://www.battersea.org.uk/
https://www.celiahammond.org/
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