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2021 Most Popular Dog Breed in the USA 

The American Kennel Club announced its 2021 annual list of 
the most popular AKC-recognized breeds and yes, you guessed 
it – the Labrador retrievers remain America’s most popular dog 
breed.  French bulldogs moved into the No. 2 spot, ahead of 
the German Shepherd and Golden Retriever. Rounding out the 
top 10   are Bulldogs, Poodles, Beagles, Rottweilers, Pointers 
and Dachshunds. 

Why are Butterflies so Beautiful? 
Their beauty occurs when light passes through a        
transparent, multi-layered surface and is reflected more 
than once.  The multiple reflections intensify the colors. 
This gives  butterfl ies  their trademark                                
glittery beauty. Butterfly wings are covered in thousands 
of microscopic scales that are split into two to three    
layers. 

http://stephanielbrown.com/
https://westcoast.invisiblefence.com/your-local-dealer/home
https://stephanie-grant.pixels.com/collections/pet+portraits
https://odiepetinsurance.com/


Local Pet Rescues - SM 

Name Phone # 

Boxer Rescue L.A. 
Karma Rescue 
J.J. Woofin' Paws Rescue 
L.A. Love & Leashes 
Love Leo Rescue 
NKLA Pet Adoption Center 
The Lange Foundation 
Much Love Animal Rescue 
Voice for the Animals 
Save A Rescue 
Westside German Shepherd Rescue of L.A. 

310-862-0044 
310-512-7833 

 
310-441-1150  

 
424-208-8840 
310-473-5585 
310-391-5408 
310-392-5153 
818-300-4616 
310-202-7283 

        MAY 2021 

Barks & Meow’s Express! 
 

QUIZ 

 1. What is the only marsupial in North America?  

 2. What breed is often called the Apollo of Dogs?  

 3. What wild animal is called the Cape Hunting Dog?  

 4. Who owned a spaniel named Thisbe?  

 5. What is the only bird known to hunt by smell? 

 6. What dog breed was first known as the Rothburg Terrier?  

ANSWERS                                                                                                                                              
1. The Opossum.       2. Great Dane.     3. The Wild Dog of Africa.                                        

4. Marie Antoinette.      5. The Kiwi Bird.      6. The Bedlington Terrier.  
 

FUN TRIVIA 
 

*In 500 BC a Persian king besieged an Egyptian city by ordering each of his men     
to carry a cat as they advanced. The Egyptians dared not strike a blow for fear of 
killing a sacred cat – they surrendered! 
 

*All tigers have yellow eyes except for the white tiger who has blue eyes. An      
interesting fact about the Bengal tiger is that its roar can be heard up to 2 miles 
away! 
 

*Florence Nightingale owned more than 60 cats in her lifetime.  
 

*In 2011, Andy Pelphrey set a record by bouncing a baseball off the side of a    
building 23 times in 30 seconds while petting a dog. 
 

*A group of ravens is called an "unkindness" or "conspiracy," which seems fitting, 
since ravens are traditionally considered creepy; in fact, seeing many of them in 
one place can induce Hitchcockian "The Birds" - like flashbacks in even the least 
ornithophobic (those people with a fear of birds).  
 

*Dolphins are mammals that have to think to breathe. So when they are asleep, 
they only allow half of their brain to shut down. They kind of float toward the     
surface while sleeping;  all the while keeping one eye open.  
 

*During the Second World War, animals were awarded the Dicken Medal for    
bravery. Considered as the animal version of the Victoria Cross, the medal was 
awarded 54 times between 1943 and 1949 and the recipients were 32 pigeons, 18 
dogs, 3 horses, and 1 cat. 
 

*Who first thought of using dogs to guide blind people? At the end of World War I, 
the German government trained the first guide dogs to assist blind war veterans. 
 

*The fish we now call the goldfish originated in China during the Tang Dynasty. 
Their gold color was actually the result of a genetic mutation. Originally their color 
was silver.  

Canine Covid Sniffer Dogs 
There’s not much that’s funny about the coronavirus pandemic and all 
the new rules surrounding it these days, but dogs in Finland are                       
providing airline passengers with a dose of humor and entertainment,        
all while checking on their health. The dogs are trained to sniff out the      
coronavirus and alert their handler when a person has it. They’re                             
remarkably accurate, and it only takes them a few seconds to smell the  
virus, said Anna Hielm-Bjorkman, a University of Helsinki professor of 
equine and small animal medicine.  

https://petzgazette.com/advertise-with-petzgazette/
http://www.boxer-rescue-la.com/
http://karmarescue.org/
http://www.jjwoofinpaws.com
http://www.laloveandleashes.com/
http://loveleorescue.org/
http://nkla.org/
http://langefoundation.org/
http://www.muchlove.org/
http://www.vftafoundation.org/
http://www.savearescue.org
http://www.sheprescue.org/
http://www.nkla.org/


PAW-SCOPES 

DOGS: 
You will find that you have become a pet that everyone 
wants to spend time with this Month. Don’t ignore your 
usual companions though! You are all too obsessed with 
food lately and have been missing out on some other fun 
activities as you patiently wait or spend far too much 
time begging. Get out and enjoy life more.  
 
CATS: 
This month you will be called upon to use all of your skills 
and resources to find a solution and save the day. You 
will truly be equal to the task and should enjoy the ado-
ration of others for your quick thinking! You can expect 
to get a great deal of attention, love and praise this 
month. Just be the cat you really are! 

How did the golden eagle get its name?  
The feathers at the head and nape of the golden eagle's 
neck are a golden brown color, and this is how it got its 
name. It is a large bird of prey, and in the UK, only the 
white-tailed eagle  surpasses it in size. Moreover the 
females are usually quite a bit larger than the males. 
Various subspecies of the golden eagle exist in different 
parts of the world, and each of these differ slightly in 
terms of size and feathers. Golden  eagles usually mate 
for life and invest a lot of time in nurturing and bringing 
up their young. They can cover vast areas of ground and 
can glide downwards at speeds of up to 120mph        
before sweeping gracefully back up again. 

 

CLEVER DOG PUNS YOU’LL RUFF 
 

 See you on the bark side 
 Remember to put the car in bark 
 You’re barking up the wrong tree 
 I like big mutts and I cannot lie 
 You’re the ulti-mutt dog mom 
 I’m mutts about you 
 Nothing mutt-ers as much as you 
 I ruff you very much 
 Did you have a ruff day? 
 He’s a little ruff around the edges 
 Those puppies sure love ruff-housing 

JOKES 

Poker Tail 
A man walked by a table in a hotel and noticed 
three men and a dog playing cards. The dog was 
playing with extraordinary performance. 
“This is a very smart dog.”, the man commented. 
“Not so smart,” said one of the players. “every time 
he gets a good hand he wags his tail.” 

CAT TRIVIA 
* An old English proverb says, ‘A cat has nine lives. For three 
he plays, for three he strays, and for the last three he stays.’ 
* The oldest cat on record is Puss from England who died in 
1939, 1 day after his 36th birthday. 
* In Japanese folklore, all cats are clever but the wicked 
ones are easily identified by their double tails.  
* The ear of a cat has 32 muscles.   
*  In China, cats in general are considered to be symbols of 
good luck and are kept in shops and businesses as well as in 
homes. 

Ever consider what our dogs must think of 
us? I mean, here we come back from a        

grocery store with the most amazing haul
--chicken, pork, half a cow. They must 

think we're the greatest hunters on earth! 

https://www.westminsterkennelclub.org/
https://petzgazette.com/


Did you know  .  .  .  ! 
Beavers are sometimes dropped by parachute 
into  remote areas to build dams.  
This is helpful for our biomes because not only do 
they build dams, but they also help reduce       
erosion in our rivers. Beavers are excellent   
swimmers and can stay underwater for up to 15 
minutes because they are able to store large 
amounts of oxygen in their body tissue and lungs.  

"The difference between cats and dogs is;  
dogs come when they are called,  

cats take a message and get back to you!"   

http://k9crazy.com/index.html
http://www.freshpatch.com/
https://petzgazette.com/advertise-with-petzgazette/
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www.petzgazette.com 
Pet Boarding / Day Care 

www.petzgazette.com 

 

Beach Dog Fun  
4035 Adolfo Rd, Ste- L 
Camarillo, CA 93012 
805-987-1364 

        www.beachdogfun.com 

Barks N' Rec 
29348 Roadside Dr,  
Agoura Hills, CA 91301  
818-532-7022  
www.barksnrecagourahills.com/  

 

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
5076 Chesebro Rd.  
Agoura Hills, CA 91301  
818-851-9077 
www.dioji.com 

 

Laughing Dog Inn 
3362 Cajon Cir,  
Santa Rosa Valley, CA 93012  
805-586-4390     
www.laughingdoginn.com 

Balcom Canyon Pet Lodge 
7980 Balcom Canyon Rd,  
Somis, CA 93066  

805-523-7076 
    www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com 

Double T Kennels  
5040 Barnard St,  
Simi Valley, CA 93066  
805-583-8280 
www.doubletkennels.com 

 

Simi Valley Pet Resort 
1655 E Los Angeles Ave,  
Simi Valley, CA 93065  
805-522-3294  
www.simivalleypetresort.com 

Welcome to the Petzgazette's 2021 list 
of Pet Boarding/Day Care locations 
that are available in your area.   
All of these facilities are compliant 
with the new Coronavirus procedures 
to  assure the health and  safety of 
their  customers and staff. 

COMING SOON!    
Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
633 E Ventura Blvd,  
Oxnard, CA 93036 
www.dioji.com 

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD SPACE  
for as little as $10 per month! 

Call or email us now and  
reserve your spot 

805-905-9471 
info@petzgazette.com 

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
822 E. Yanonali St.  
Santa Barbara, CA 93103  
805-845-0500     
www.dioji.com 

 

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club 
7340 Hollister Ave.   
Goleta, CA 93117 
805-685-6068     
www.dioji.com 

Camp Canine  
803 E Montecito St 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 
805-962-4790  
www.campcaninesb.com 

 

The Ruff Ranch 
1553 Meadowvale Rd 
Santa Ynez, CA 93460 
805-686-2690  
www.theruffranch.com 

 

805-905-9471 

http://www.petzgazette.com
http://www.petzgazette.com
https://beachdogfun.com/
https://www.barksnrecagourahills.com/
http://www.barksnrecagourahills.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Barks-N-Rec-101508111301738/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/barks-n-rec-agoura-hills-3
http://www.dioji.com
http://www.dioji.com/
https://www.facebook.com/diojiah
http://www.beachdogfun.com/
https://www.laughingdoginn.com/
https://www.laughingdoginn.com/
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/laughing-dog-inn-santa-rosa-valley-2
https://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/
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https://www.balcomcanyonpetlodge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Balcom-Canyon-Pet-Lodge-144970032192129
https://www.instagram.com/balcomcanyonpetlodge/
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https://www.doubletkennels.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/double-t-kennels-simi-valley
https://www.facebook.com/SimiValleyPet/
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https://twitter.com/simivalleypet
http://www.dioji.com
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https://www.facebook.com/theruffranch
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Believe it or not 
Animals can rain from the sky 

Amazing science fact: raining animals is a          
relatively common meteorological phenomenon, 
with occurrences reported from many countries 
throughout history. The animals most likely to 
drop from the sky in rainfall are fish and frogs, 
with birds coming third. Sometimes the animals 
survive the fall, especially fish, suggesting a small 
time gap between the extraction and the actual 
drop. 
Several witnesses of raining frogs describe the  
animals as startled, though healthy, and exhibiting 
relatively normal behavior shortly after the event. 
In some incidents, however, the animals are       
frozen to death or even completely enclosed in 
blocks of ice. These occurrences may be evidence 
for the transport of the victims to high altitudes, 
where the temperature is below zero, and they 
show how powerful meteorological forces can be. 
Most recent occurrences include the rain of frogs 
and toads in Serbia (2005) and London (1998), and 
rains of fish in India (2006) and Wales (2004). 



Grumpy Cat (aka: Tardar Sauce) became famous after a photo of her went 
viral in 2012 on Reddit. Her distinct appearance came from feline      
dwarfism and an underbite. 

At the peak of her fame, Grumpy Cat had millions of followers                  
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Besides her appearances in            
commercials, she also collaborated with SXSW Festival (and was called the 
biggest star of the weekend), and she appeared on morning talk shows. 

Most famously, Aubrey Plaza voiced Grumpy Cat in the Lifetime movie 
"Grumpy Cat's Worst Christmas Ever." Not many other cats can say they've 
got their own movie. 

Sadly, Grumpy Cat died in May 2019 at the age of 7. 

GRUMPY CAT 



Did you know  . . . . ! 
 

The PATSY Award was originated by the Hollywood office of the American Humane           
Association in 1939. They decided to honor animal performers after a horse was killed in an 
on-set accident during the filming of the Tyrone Power film Jesse James. The letters are an 
acronym, and stand for Picture Animal Top Star of the Year. A later acronym was also        
included:  Performing Animal Television Star of the Year. 

The very first recipient of a PATSY was Francis the Talking Mule in 1951, in a ceremony 
hosted by Ronald Reagan at Hollywood's Carthay Circle Theater. The award later covered 
both film and television and was separated into four categories: canine, equine, wild and 
special. The special category encompassed everything from goats to cats to pigs – Arnold 
Ziffel of TV's Green Acres was a two-time winner. Arnold's trainer, Frank Inn, was the proud 
owner of over 40 PATSY awards, thanks to his work with Orangey, the cat 
from Rhubarb (1951) and Breakfast at Tiffany's (1961); Higgins, the dog (who played the 
lead in the Benji movies and "Dog" on Petticoat Junction); Cleo the Basset Hound; 
and Lassie, and Tramp the dog from My Three Sons to name a few. Lassie was retired to the 
PATSY Hall of Fame after receiving many awards over the years. 

The Craven Award was named in honor of Richard C. Craven, the first director of the        
Hollywood AHA. It recognized animals that would normally have had no opportunity to    
appear in a starring role. The TV and Movie Animal Walk of Fame was established in front of 
the Burbank Animal Shelter, honoring certain early recipients of the PATSY Awards. 

By the 1970s, the awards were being presented in a televised ceremony, with animal         
recipients selected by the general public who voted in ballots which appeared in Associated 
Press newspapers. The first network presentation was on CBS in 1973. 

Over the years the PATSY Award ceremony was hosted by various celebrities,                       
including Betty White, Allen Ludden, and Bob Barker. Barker has stated he eventually         
resigned in protest of the cruel methods some trainers used when training  animals for 
films. 

The awards ended in 1986 due to lack of funding. That year the Genesis Awards were        
established to honor individuals in the major news and entertainment media for producing 
outstanding works which raise public awareness of animal issues. In 2011 the American   
Humane Society announced the creation of the Pawscars, described as, "an unofficial,     
animal-centric spin on the Oscars." 

The American Humane Association is the organization responsible for the disclaimer at the 
end of many films and television programs that states:  "No Animals were harmed in this 
production". 



HORSE TRIVIA 

 

*A horse named "Traveler" was in the movie 
"Braveheart" and ridden by Mel Gibson. Traveler 
was from the  MacDonald Ranch of Scottsdale,  
Arizona.   Realistic looking mechanical horses were 
used for the most violent scenes. 
 
*The earliest forms of horseshoes can be found as 
early as 400 BC. Materials used ranged from 
plants, rawhide and leather strap gears referred to 
as “hipposandals” by the   Romans. In Ancient Asia, 
horsemen equipped their horses with shoes made 
out of woven plants.  
 
*Many people think that mustangs are wild 
horses, but they are descendants of Spanish 
horses that are called Iberian horses. As descen-
dants from domesticated horses, technically    
mustangs are feral horses and not wild horses.  
 
*The oldest horse on record is "Old Billy," an    
English barge horse. He was 62 years old when he 
died, living from 1760 to 1822.  
 
*Thumbelina (born May 1, 2001, died in 2018) was 
a dwarf miniature horse and the world's smallest 
horse. She stood 43 centimetres (17 in) tall and 
weighed 26 kilograms  (57 lb), and received the 
title of world's smallest horse from Guinness 
World Records. Thumbelina was born in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  While small in stature, she had a large 
impact in helping children in need around the 
world.  Her nationwide tours raised money to help 
worthy charities. 

Int’l Day of Icelandic Horse 

May 1st—2nd 2021 

The horses of Iceland are the 

original Viking horses and 

one of the purest horse breeds 

in the world. The breed has 

been isolated on the rugged 

island in the North-Atlantic 

since the settlement, or over 

1000 years ago, without any       

genetic input from other 

breeds.  

Horse Trivia 

         Did you know . . .  

A horse’s teeth are a good indicator of its 
age.  Hence, St. Jerome (A.D. 400), who never     
accepted payment for his writings, penned 
the famous adage “Never inspect the teeth of 
a gift horse,” which became the more familiar 
expression “Never look a gift horse in the 
mouth”. 

https://www.horsesoficeland.is/the-icelandic-horse


https://www.smilingcanines.com/


SPRING MEMES 



Penguin receives a Knighthood 

‘Sir’ Nils Olav 
Edinburgh Zoo, Edinburgh, Scotland 

WHEN LIEUTENANT NILS EGELIEN of the Norwegian King’s 
Guard visited the Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 1961, he  
became enamored with the penguin colony at the           
Edinburgh Zoo. When the guards returned to Edinburgh in 
1972, Lieutenant Egelien arranged for the regiment to 
adopt a penguin, naming him after the lieutenant himself 
and after Norway’s King Olav V. The regiment then went a 
step further by giving the animal the rank of Visekorporal, 
or lance corporal. 

Each time the King’s 
Guard returns to the zoo, Nils (the penguin, that 
is) receives a promotion. After his promotion to 
Sergeant in 1987, the first Nils Olav sadly died. 
He was replaced by a two-year-old who was 
named Nils Olav II. 
 
During the King’s Guard’s visit on August 15, 
2008, the then-Colonel-in-Chief received a 
knighthood approved by King Harald V himself, 

who described the penguin in a citation read aloud at the ceremony as being “in 
every way qualified to receive the honor and dignity of a Knighthood.”   With this, the 
second Sir Nils became the first penguin to receive a Knighthood in the Norwegian 
Army, a superlative that brings to mind the knighted     
animals of other nations’ militaries. 
Sometime after his knighting, Sir Nils died and was          
replaced by another look-alike, who was promoted during 
the regiment’s most recent visit on August 22, 2016,       
becoming Brigadier Sir Nils Olav III. 
A statue of Nils stands in the Edinburgh Zoo, donated in 
2005. Another statue also stands at the King’s Guard   
compound at Huseby, Oslo, though the Brig might be    
disappointed to learn that while he now officially outranks 
the lieutenant who started all of this, he’s generally only 
referred to in Norway as a “mascot”. 

Sir Nils Olav III Inspecting the King’s Guard 
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