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Myths & Superstitions  

*In Greek superstition, salt has great purifying powers and can 
be used to ward off demons and evil spirits . 
*If a bat flies into your house, beware! You may have some 
ghosts or spirits visiting!  
*If you hear a cat sneeze, you will be lucky. 
*If you see a spider on Halloween, it is the spirit of a loved one 
that is watching over you. 
*If you walk into a spider web, you will meet a friend that day. 

Sir Walter Scott once wrote: 
“Ah! cats are a mysterious kind of folk.  There 
is more passing in their minds than we are 
aware of. It comes no doubt from their being 
so familiar with warlocks and witches.” 

https://getodie.com/
https://westcoast.invisiblefence.com/your-local-dealer/home
http://www.nkla.org/
https://stephanie-grant.pixels.com/collections/pet+portraits
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Barks & Meow’s Express! 
 

 

QUIZ 
   1. Who was the author of the poem "The Witches Spell"? 

   2. What took place between June & Sept 1692 in Salem, Mass? 

  3. Who is said to haunt the White House Rose Garden? 

  4. What is the fear of Halloween known as ? 

  5.  What is Triskaidekaphobia a fear of ? 

  6.  What year was the movie Hocus Pocus released? 

Answers:                                                                                                                                                   

1. William Shakespeare.     2. Salem Witchcraft Trials.     3. Dolly Madison.                                       

4. Samhainophobia.      5. The number 13.     6. 1993.  

HALLOWEEN TRIVIA 
 

*The black cat has long been associated with witches. Many superstitions have evolved about cats.       
It was believed that witches could change into cats. Some people also believed that cats were the    
spirits of the dead.  
 
*If the flame on a candle goes out and it happens to be Halloween, then you have a ghost visiting 
you!  
 
*Legend claims that if you see a spider on this particular night, it could be the spirit of a deceased 
loved one who is watching over you. 
 
*In Scotland, a strange dog coming to the house means a new friendship, while in England, to meet a 
spotted or black and white dog on your way to a business appointment is lucky.  
 
*Bobbing for apples is thought to have originated from the roman harvest festival that honors 
Pomona, the goddess of fruit trees. 
 
*Did you know that in the dictionary there are no words that rhyme with orange. 
 
*Owls are associated with Halloween because, in Medieval Europe, owls were thought to be witches. 
To hear an owl’s call meant someone was about to die.  

 Abraham Lincoln’s 'Ghost' in the White House 
For years, presidents, first ladies, guests, and members of the White House staff have claimed to have 
either seen Abraham Lincoln or felt his presence. Grace Coolidge, wife of Calvin Coolidge, the 30th 
president, was the first person to  report having seen the ghost of Abraham Lincoln. She said he stood 
at a window of the Oval Office, hands clasped behind his back, gazing out over the Potomac, perhaps 
still seeing the bloody battlefields beyond.  



A “Grave” Joke 
Beethoven's Grave 
A tourist in Vienna is going through a graveyard and all of a 
sudden he hears some music. No one is around, so he starts 
searching for the source. 
He finally locates the origin and finds it is coming from a 
grave with a headstone that reads: Ludwig van Beethoven, 
1770-1827. Then he realizes that the music is the Ninth 
Symphony and it is being played backward! Puzzled, he 
leaves the graveyard and persuades a friend to return with 
him. 
By the time they arrive back at the grave, the music has 
changed. This time it is the Seventh  Symphony, but like the 
previous piece, it is being played backward. 
Curious, the men agree to consult a music scholar. When 
they return with the expert, the Fifth Symphony is playing, 
again backward. The expert notices that the symphonies 
are being played in the reverse order in which they were 
composed, the 9th, then the 7th, then the 5th. 
By the next day the word has spread and a throng has gath-
ered around the grave. They are all listening to the Second 
Symphony being played backwards. Just then the grave-
yard's caretaker ambles up to the group. Someone in the 
crowd asks him if he has an explanation for the music. 
"Oh, it's nothing to worry about" says the caretaker.     
"He's just decomposing!" 

PAW-SCOPES 
DOGS 
During the month of October, canines totally 
change their vibe, especially on Halloween, due 
to their charisma and playfulness! And let your 
human dress you up on Halloween – you'll make 
them happy and they'll say you're so 'cute'! 
 
CATS 
October cats frequently get wanderlust,           
especially as Halloween draws closer. They 
aren’t afraid to fight against the dark forces of 
nature during the thrills and chills of All          
Hallows’ Eve! 

Local Pet Rescues - SM 

Name Phone # 

Boxer Rescue L.A. 
Karma Rescue 
J.J. Woofin' Paws Rescue 
L.A. Love & Leashes 
Love Leo Rescue 
NKLA Pet Adoption Center 
The Lange Foundation 
Much Love Animal Rescue 
Voice for the Animals 
Save A Rescue 
Westside German Shepherd Rescue of L.A. 

310-862-0044 
310-512-7833 

 
310-441-1150  

 
424-208-8840 
310-473-5585 
310-391-5408 
310-392-5153 
818-300-4616 
310-202-7283 

Good v Bad Luck……….? 
"A common superstition is the belief 
that opening an umbrella inside a house 
causes bad luck. The origin of this is that 
the umbrella acts as a shield against the 
sun or rain outdoors.   To open it indoors 
offends the spirit  of the umbrella, and 
will cause bad luck to occur as a result."  

http://www.boxer-rescue-la.com/
http://karmarescue.org/
http://www.jjwoofinpaws.com
http://www.laloveandleashes.com/
http://loveleorescue.org/
http://nkla.org/
http://langefoundation.org/
http://www.muchlove.org/
http://www.vftafoundation.org/
http://www.savearescue.org
http://www.sheprescue.org/
http://stephanielbrown.com/
http://k9crazy.com/index.html


Did you know  ……! 
 In the United States, the first      

citywide celebration of              
Halloween was in Anoka,         
Minnesota in 1921.  

 
 The 1978 blockbuster 

movie “Halloween” was made 
in only 21 days on a very       
limited budget. 

 
 Over 20 million pet owners 

dress their pets in Halloween 
costumes each year. 

 
 Halloween candy sales average 

about $2 billion annually in the 
United States and it is              
the largest candy-purchasing      
holiday. 

Halloween Puns 

One witch told another witch,        
"I want one of those new           

computers that has a  spell 
checker." 

 
Don't bother inviting the Invisible 
Man to your Halloween party. He 

won't show up. Sometimes he 
makes excuses, but they're all 

transparent. 
 

You don't have to worry about 
Daylight  Savings Time at             

Halloween. The holiday is always 
on Green Witch Mean Time. 

 
Western Union opened an office in 

a  graveyard so the spooks could 
send and receive cryptograms. 

 
A vampire joined the police force 
so he could learn the correct way 

to get a stakeout. 

I threw a boomerang at a ghost 
the other day. I knew it would 

come back to haunt me. 
 

Halloween is going to be great -     
I can feel it in my bones! 

 
I didn’t want to play it safe with a  
skeleton costume, I want people 

to know I have guts. 

http://petzgazette.com/


Did you ever wonder where the 
whole Jack-o-Lantern thing 
came from? Well,  before there 
were flashlights and glow sticks, 
Irish people used to carve out 
turnips and put a candle in 
them for a lantern. When they 
came to America, they noticed 
there weren't many turnips, but 
lots of pumpkins, so they used    
pumpkins instead!  

Did you know . . . ! 
 

*The first Halloween card was 
made in the early 1920’s. These 
days, over 28 million Halloween 
cards are sent each year.              
U.S. consumers spend about 
$50 million on Halloween  
greetings. 
 
*Mary Shelly  (1797 - 1851)          
published  Frankenstein, or The   
Modern  Prometheus Gothic 
novel when she was only 21. 
The novel was published in 
1818 and is considered to be 
one of the first examples of   
science fiction. 

https://petzgazette.com/advertise-with-petzgazette/


PET GROOMING 

Whether you prefer retail or mobile groomers, we have compiled  
a list of local pet groomers to pamper your precious pet! 

Click on your preferred groomer to view their details. 
 

“HAPPY GROOMING” 

 
 

 
 

 
Bark Williams    Retail SM  310- 
Bens Mobile Dog Spa LLC  Mobile PP  310- 
L.A. Puppy Love Mob.Grm  Mobile SM  310- 
Lucky’s Pet Care    Retail SM  310- 

Moon Doggy’s     Retail SM  310- 
Paws & Effect Pet Spa   Retail SM  310- 
Sparky’s Pet Grooming Salon Retail SM  310- 
The Pet Affaire    Retail SM  310- 
Westside Mob. Grm   Mobile SM  310- 
Yo Dawg Groom Spot   Retail SM  310- 

 

SANTA MONICA 

MORE COMING SOON  .  .  .  .  ! 

If you have a grooming business and would like to be 
included in this list, please contact us. It’s $10pm! 

info@petzgazette.com 
805-905-9471 



SPONSORS OF THE MONTH 

http://swaggspetgrooming.com/
https://www.drtashnek.com/
http://swaggspetgrooming.com/
https://www.drtashnek.com/


https://www.smilingcanines.com/


Common Superstitions 

 To break a mirror will bring you 
seven years bad luck 

 Friday the thirteenth is an unlucky 
day 

 A rabbit's foot brings good luck 

 An apple a day keeps the doctor 
away 

 If you walk under a ladder, you will 
have bad luck 

 If a black cat crosses your path you 
will have bad luck 

 To open an umbrella in the house is 
to bring bad luck 

 To find a horseshoe brings good 
luck 

 Step on a crack, break your 
mother's back 

 You can break a bad luck spell by 
turning seven times in a clockwise 
circle 

 Garlic protects from evil spirits and       
vampires 

https://sheilafein.com/


https://petzgazette.com/
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FAMOUS GHOST STORIES 
KING HAMLET: 
Though ghosts appear in several of Shakespeare's plays (such as "MacBeth" and "Julius     Cae-
sar"), King Hamlet is among the better known of the Bard's ghosts and plays an integral part in 
"Hamlet." Hamlet may be the central character in the play named after him, but    without his 
father's ghost, there would be no story. 

King Hamlet appears three times in the play, each time during the night (apparently ghosts, like 
vampires, prefer darkness). The ghost tells Hamlet that he was murdered by his       treacherous 
brother Claudius, and asks Hamlet to avenge his death. 

THE FLYING DUTCHMAN: 
The Flying Dutchman, the world's best-known non-human ghost, is a seventeenth-century    
merchant ship said to haunt the high seas. According to sea lore, the ship, which often     
appears as a hazy image or a strange light, is said to be a portent of bad luck and doom. 
The ship and its crew became eternally cursed when its Dutch captain refused to take safe     
harbor during a storm despite pleas from the crew and passengers. Instead the impudent   
Dutchman challenged God to take them down. The "ghost ship" has been reported on the 
ocean from time to time, including appearing off the coast of South Africa in 1923. Though 
never seen on land, The Flying Dutchman most recently appeared in movie                      
theaters across the country in the "Pirates of the Caribbean" films. 

THE DRURY LANE GHOST: 
There are many theaters in the Covent Gardens district in London's West End. Plays have 
been produced in that area for over 300 years, and some of the world's greatest actors have 
appeared there. Yet one theater is better known more for its ghost than its productions. 
 
There is actually more than one ghost said to haunt Drury Lane's halls and wings, including 
those of several actors. The most famous, however, is a "Man in Grey" seen as a nobleman 
carrying a sword. Any theater worth its salt (and many that aren't) reputedly have a           
resident ghost treading the boards, and the Drury Lane ghosts carry on their part of theater 
tradition. 

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST: 
In Charles Dickens' famous novel "A Christmas Carol," cold-hearted miser Ebenezer Scrooge 
has a change of heart after being visited by several ghosts representing different eras of his 
life's Christmases (Past, Present, and Yet to Come). 

Ghosts are often associated with life lessons and morality tales, and these spooks are no   
exception. The ghosts aren't wasting time rattling chains or scaring kids; instead the Ghost of 
Christmas Past rehabilitates Scrooge by showing him visions of his past Christmases. Scrooge 
comes to appreciate the true meaning of Christmas- no, not holiday commercialism but 
friendship and goodwill. 



CONNECT WITH US FOR 2021 

CHECK OUT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Petzgazette/ 

 

https://www.instagram.com/petzgazette/ 

 

https://twitter.com/petzgazette 

http://www.petzgazette.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Petzgazette/
https://www.instagram.com/petzgazette/
https://twitter.com/petzgazette

