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Spooky Tongue Twister Phrases
He thrusts his fists against the posts and still insists he
sees the ghosts.
Creepy crawler critters crawl through creepy crawly craters.
Dracula digs dreary dark dungeons.
Ghostly ghouls gather gleefully to golf on ghostly golf courses.
Gobbling gargoyles gobbled gobbling goblins.
Horribly hoarse hootin” owls hoot howls of horror in halloween
haunted houses.
If black cats could blow bubbles, how big of bubbles would black
cats blow?
If two witches would watch two watches, which witch would
watch which watch?
Professional Pumpkin Pickers are prone to pick the plumpest
pumpkins.
Transylvanian Tree Trimmers are trained to trim the tallest
Transylvanian trees.
Several spooky slimy spiders spun sulking by the sea.
The ochre ogre ogled the poker.
Six slippery snails, slid slowly seaward.
Which witch wished which wicked wish.

| wish to wish the wish you wish to wish, But if you wish the wish
the witch wishes, | won't wish the wish you wish to wish.

A
&>

o @aw&nun&zrm
$30:
Nail Trim and/or Grind

$40:
Nail Trim and/or Grind
+ Ear Cleaning & Pad
Moisturizer

s Pawdicure Sufrme
$45:
Pawdicure Plus
+ Pad shave & Feet trim RS

(805) 907-5511
elliespawdicures@gmail.com b
|

www.elliespawdicures.com
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Invisible Fence s

805-659-0861 | InvisibleFence.com
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Offer not be \‘h Valid
may Aacounta, Promolicns, COUDORs of previous purchases.

/ Kale Pulling \

This hearty green vegetable is now a fashionable menu item but,
once upon a time, kale stalks were used to predict your romantic
future. In Robert Burns’s poem ‘Halloween’, young men and
women pull stalks from the ground after dark with their eyes
closed or blindfolded. According to Scottish folklore, the length
and shape of the stalk was said to represent your future lover's
height and figure. Even the amount of soil left clinging to the roots
was symbolic — a generous coating indicated future wealth and a

kclean stalk suggested lean days ahead. /

Double T Kennels
All Breed Dog Boarding

5040 Barnard St,
Simi Valley, CA 93066

805-583-8280

DOUBLE T
KENNELS

AP
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www.doubletkennels.com



https://www.elliespawdicures.com/
https://westcoast.invisiblefence.com/your-local-dealer/home
https://www.doubletkennels.com/
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KELSEY KARE

Owner | Walker | Sitter

0 (805) 812-6900

£ kelseykaredwmllc.info@gmail.com
O, www.kelseykare.com

% In Home Pet Sitting & Dog Walking
% Overnight Care % Drop In Care
@SERMED : Medication Administration % Baths

Barks & Meow's Express! o8¢
SV -MPK - OCT 2025
Protectors and Good Omens \

While black cats are sometimes portrayed as bad luck in Western -cultures,
traditions see cats as bringers of good fortune and protectors against evil spirits.

*Celtic lore: The Cat Sith was a fairy creature resembling a large black cat with a white spot on its
chest. Leaving out a saucer of milk for the Cat Sith on the Celtic holiday of Samhain (an ancestor
of Halloween) was believed to bless a household with good luck.

*Norse mythology: The goddess Freyja rode a chariot pulled by two large cats. As the goddess of
love, beauty, and fertility, her feline-drawn chariot associated cats with good fortune.

*Asian traditions: In Japanese culture, the Maneki-neko, or "beckoning cat," is a popular talisman
Qat brings good luck and fortune. In China, cats are seen as guardians who ward off evil spirits. /

many

Fun Trivia
*Famous Halloween cats include Salem from Sabrina the Teenage Witch, Thackery Binx from
Hocus Pocus, Church from Pet Sematary, and the cat in the movie Cat's Eye. Other famous
cats with a connection to the Halloween aesthetic are liji from Kiki's Delivery Service,
Wednesday from The Addams Family, and the unnamed cat from Coraline, and not forgetting
Pyewacket, as the cat familiar in the 1958 film Bell, Book and Candle.

*In Tasseography - fortune-telling by tea leaves - a cat signifies false friends and deceit;
someone lies in treacherous ambush, probably a false friend - ‘beware’!

*Dogs are believed to be aware of the presence of ghosts, and their barking, whimpering or
howling is often the first warning of supernatural occurrences.

*There really are so-called vampire bats, but they're not from Transylvania. They live in
Central and South America and feed on the blood of cattle, horses and birds.

*Famous haunted houses include the Winchester Mystery House in San Jose, California, the
Lizzie Borden House in Fall River, Massachusetts, the LalLaurie Mansion in New Orleans, the
Myrtles Plantation in St. Francisville, Louisiana, and the Whaley House in San Diego, California.

*Halloween started in Europe with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, celebrated over
2,000 years ago in what is now Ireland, the UK, and northern France. The Christian church
later influenced the holiday, and by the 9th century, October 31 was known as All Hallows'
Eve across Western Christendom, a name that evolved into Halloween.

GHOSTLY JOKE
The Genie & the Manager

s pet food

express

3

your purchase of $75 or more when
shop in-store or online with eodc

400733119411

m-A thet

Pet Dentals

805-303-1 334
www.smilingcanines.com

MOORPARK
Family Mason Animal Clinic

A junior manager, a senior manager and their boss are on their way to a meeting.
On their way through a park, they come across a wonder lamp. They rub the lamp and a
ghost appears.

The ghost says, “Normally, one is granted three wishes, but as you are three, | will allow
one wish each.”

So the eager senior manager shouted, “I want the first wish. | want to be in the Bahamas,
on a fast boat and have no worries.” Pfuffff and he was gone.

Now the junior manager could not keep quiet and shouted, “l want to be in Florida with
beautiful girls, plenty of good food and lots of cocktails.” Pfuffff, and he was also gone.
The BOSS calmly said, “I want these two idiots back in the office after lunch at 12:35pm!”

Quiz
1. What were originally used as the first Jack-o'-Lanterns?
2. Which famous magician actually died on Halloween?
3. What is a lycanthrope?
4. Who is said to haunt the White House Rose Garden?
5. Phasmophobia is the fear of what?
6. What is the name of the black cat in the movie “Hocus Pocus”?

ANSWERS
1. Turnips. 2. Harry Houdini. 3. Werewolf.
4. Dolly Madison. 5. Ghosts. 6. Binks.



https://kelseykare.com/
https://www.lucypetproducts.com/
https://www.petfood.express/
https://www.smilingcanines.com/
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b Animals Synonomous with Halloween
% *Ancient Romans believed that owls were bad omens and o
4 their cries were thought of as a sign of death. Since owls only &
‘& come out at night, they are also thought of as evil spirits. -
W A wolf's cry in the night is a piercing sound that is not only 3

used to frighten us on Halloween but also shows up in -
4 movies just before things get really scary. T
4 *Creepy crawly arachnids can certainly give people the
W heebie jeebies. After all, what’s Halloween without a few %
® plack spiders and hanging webs?

*Tales of toads and witches are a big part of Halloween. They g
o are found in witches’ brews. o
% *It is believed that bats would fly around witches’ fires to
E catch the moths that were drawn to the light and heat. =

-
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Guinness World Records
*According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the
largest collection of haunted dolls is outside Mexico City on
the Island of Dolls (“La Isla de las Mufiecas”). Collector Don
Julian Santana Barrera built the collection over more than
50 years before he passed away in 2001.

*The largest Halloween gathering was achieved by 17,777
participants at an event organized by the New Orleans
Saints and NBC Sports (both USA) at the Superdome in
New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, on 31 October 2010. The
attempt was filmed as part of the nationwide broadcast of
"Sunday Night Football" on NBC during which the New
Orleans Saints defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers.

/ TAROT CARDS \

Tarot cards go back to the 1400s. Based on a series of epic
poems written by Francesco Petrarca, the cards mimicked
the entire human existance from love, chastity, death, time,
fame and eternity. As time went on the Tarot deck evolved
from the 6 suits to the 4 suits we have today, staves, wands,
cups and swords. Those with the ability were able to
decipher the hidden meanings in the cards and by using the
Q\rds, a person's past and future could be determined. /

Halloween Quiz
Q: How did World War Il affect trick-or-treating?
A: Sugar was the first commodity to be rationed in the
U.S. during the war, 1942,
distribution had to be adjusted accordingly. When the
ration was lifted in 1947, though, candy production and
the popularization of trick-or-treating picked up.
Q: Which first lady was the first to decorate the White
House for Halloween?

starting in so candy

A: Mamie Eisenhower in 1958.

Q: What was Bram Stoker's original
Dracula?

A: Count Wampyr. Wampyr is the German word for
vampire. Stoker changed the name to Dracula after
seeing the name in a book he borrowed from the
library while on summer vacation in 1890.

Q: What is "souling" and what do people ask for door to
door?

name for

A: Soul-cakes. The tradition of going door to door and
singing and collecting soul-cakes (small little cakes to
commemorate the dead) began in the 15th century. This
activity didn't involve any costumes or threats to trick but
likely influenced our modern day tradition of "trick-or-
treating."

ﬂlloween FoIhore/Superstitioh

*According to an old folk tradition, if
you wear your clothes inside out
and walk backwards on Halloween,
you will see a witch at midnight.

*To break a mirror will supposedly
bring you seven years bad luck.
The belief that a broken mirror
brings bad luck most likely has its
origins in the simple fact that
reflections of ourselves are
uncanny and often unnerving
(particularly on a “bad hair’ day),
so humans have long had bad
associations with them. For
example, the Greek myth of
Narcissus, or the idea that a crack
in a mirror would somehow break
its charm or trap one’s soul.

*Opening an umbrella in the house
is to bring bad luck. there is a wide-
spread superstition that opening an
umbrella indoors brings bad luck,
with origins potentially stemming
from ancient Egypt, where it was
seen as an insult to the sun god,
or from Victorian England, where
heavy umbrellas could cause
physical harm or damage to
property. While the precise origin is
unclear, the belief has persisted,
transitioning from a practical safety
warning to a more generalized
notion of misfortune, including
disturbing home spirits or inviting
misfortune into the home.

*Apple Bobbing, also known as
‘ducking’ or ‘dooking in Scotland, or
Snap Apple Night in Ireland and
Newfoundland, apple bobbing is an
ancient Halloween tradition. The
likely origins are the merging of
the Celtic Samhain with the
Roman fruits and orchards
goddess Pomona, whose symbol
was the apple. When conquering
Britain, Romans introduced the
apple to British soil. Already a
powerful symbol in Roman culture,
when Celts cut the apple in half
(lengthways) they observed that
the seeds formed a pentagram;

TREAT YOUR
PET LOCALLY

MABDE IN SINI VALLEY

/]
S
EST o 2020
WHAT’S BARKING.
P PREMIUM

‘TREAT YOUR PUP.

SCAN HERE

SCAN HERE FOR 10% OFF

Check out our on-line
editions where there’s

OCTOBER 2025 EVENTS
ARE ON OUR WEBSITE

a symbol they associated with
fertility.

Advertise in our Holiday issues!

Call (805) 905-9471

Silly Halloween Puns

1. A vampire joined the police
force so he could learn the
correct way to get a stakeout.

2. As one witch said to another
witch, "I want one of those new
computers that has a spell
checker."

3. Western Union opened an
office in a graveyard so the
spooks could send and receive
cryptograms.

4. Halloween is going to be
great - | can feel it in my bones!

5. Ghosts make the best cheer-
leaders. They have lots of spirit!

Or visit our website:
www.petzgazette.com

Monthly Deadlines:
10th of each month

ZHOUSIIC®

PETDENTAL

N ANESTHERC

HoListic
PET DENTAL, Inc.

Non-Anesthetic & Ultrasonic
Teeth Cleaning for Dogs & Cats

Follow us

©)

yelp=s

Family Owned & Veterinarian Supervised

(805) 991-2344
HolisticPetDental@gmail.com
HolisticPetDental.com



https://www.holisticpetdental.com/
https://whatsbarking.com/
https://petzgazette.com/
https://petzgazette.com/
https://petzgazette.com/events/

Agoura Hllls Oxnard Santa Barbara Goleta

SV/IMP Local Pet-Friendly Outdoor Restaurants,

Café’s, Deli’s & Coffee Bars
‘ o 99 _
e Nn Restaurant Location Phone #
o’ i ‘ o ‘ L Lucky Dog Café Simi Valley 805-422-8228
K-8 RESORT & ATHLETIC CLUB The Sandwich Spot Simi Valley 805-210-5590
D g Cactus Patch Moorpark 805-529-9550
aycar‘ Carrara's Pastries Moorpark 805-552-4250
& CJ’s Urban Café Moorpark 805-529-5987
Country Harvest Moorpark 805-876-0276
cage-Free

d‘ Lucky Fool's Pub Moorpark 805-532-1500
boar nq Luna Llena Restaurant Moorpark 805-876-0510
Natural Café Moorpark 805-523-2016
Serendipity Cafe and Bar Moorpark 805-222-5450

List Your Pet-Friendly Establishment Here for FREE!
( Did you know ....! \

The traditional Halloween colors of orange and black
actually stem from the pagan celebration of autumn
and the harvest, with orange symbolizing the colors of
the crops and turning leaves, while black marks the
"death" of summer and the changing season. J

Scan +o
Learn More

254

WWW.%JI.COM

PLUMBING | HEATING & COOLING | DRAIN & SEWER | WATER HEATERS | WATER QUALITY

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
PLUMBING, HEATING
& COOLING PROS

Dutton: Getting Your Home's
Ducks in a Row!

& 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

We go above and beyond to Better Serve You

‘ The Best Deal In Town
Affordable Plumbing Services You Can Trust!

& The Best Service
Highly trained Technicians on Every Job

& Service in 60min or Less
5 Star Emergency Services!

i a Proudly Serving Ventu;astounty,# t:unty, San Fernando Valley
S]OO OFF Quanlitc;o;ysltrem R—
Water Heater paliontpty o Any HVAC Repair (805) 243'9249

Replacement SIQQ/DBV (Minimum $350)

www.DuttonPlumbing.com

Ask About Our DUTTON DELUXE MEMBERSHIP Today!



https://www.duttonplumbing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/luckydogcafe04/
https://www.thesandwichspot.com/simi-valley-menu
https://www.facebook.com/CactusPatchRestaurant/?rf=475308192603073
https://www.carraras.com/
https://www.cjsurbancafe.net/
https://www.countryharvest.restaurant/
https://www.luckyfoolspub.com/?fbclid=IwAR3MVqJ0YPRev7U3ds729gBSni7Q6nc1Nnwx5QTnd7wbSzTybcWO2uQ3rjM
https://www.facebook.com/Luna-Llena-Restaurant-Moorpark-2055879807817382/
https://thenaturalcafe.com/
https://serendipitymoorpark.com/
https://www.dioji.com/
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Saturday, October 4, our 6 PM worship
service will move outside to the big back
parking lot. This is a worship service where
you can bring your pets!!

Country Spirit’s Nancy Lee will lead music.
We will read scripture, hear a homily
reflecting on a myriad of stories from the
Bible that pertain to animals, and say a word
of blessing over all the pets.

1600 E. Hillcrest Dr., Thousand Oaks

M)~ AscensioN
e UIHERAN
/ \ "HURCH SCHOOL FOUNDATION

1600 E. Hillcrest Drive, Thousand Oaks CA 91362

DRESS IN YOUR HALLOWEEN COSTUME & TRICK OR
TREAT ALONG THE CAMARILLO GROVE TRAIL
$10 REGISTRATION.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 | 10AM-1PM

CAMARILLO GROVE PARK

MISSION OAKS DOG PARK
5501 MISSION OAKS BLVD., CAMARILLO

DOGS ARE REQUIRED TO BE ON A LEASH

SANT v,
For more details: h’
@® www.pvrpd.org/events

@ 805.482.1996 [

Pleasant Valley Recreation and Park District &

the Camarillo Police Department present
+ +

¢ the Park
AND
Tronk or Treat
Wednesday, October 29th
5:30PM - 8:00PM

Costume Contest, Games, Food
Trucks, Vendors, Crafts & More

Community Center
1605 E. Burnley St., Camarillo

For more details:
www.pvrpd.org/events
805.482.1996



https://alcto.org/seasonal-worship/
https://www.pvrpd.org/2025-10-25-howl-o-ween
https://www.pvrpd.org/2025-10-18-trail-or-treat
https://www.pvrpd.org/2025-10-29-halloween-in-the-park

Blessing of the Animals

Ist Sunday of October - 10:15 am Outside Service

S\

) stfrancischurchofsimi.ore

Bring your furry, feathered, hooved, or scaly friends to St. Francis of Assisi
Episcopal Church for our annual Blessing of the Animals service, a time-honored
tradition celebrating the special bond between humans and their animal
companions.

Join us on St. Francis' Day, October 5th at 10:15 AM as we gather on the church
patio located at 280 Royal Avenue, Simi Valley, for a special Sunday Service and to
receive individual blessings for our beloved pets.

All are welcome to attend this heartwarming interfaith service and luncheon.
Mark your calendar and invite your family, friends, and pets to join us for a
memorable and meaningful experience.

We ask that all animals be leashed or crated while attending
services.

ALL Pets, People, and Faiths are Welcome!

Sign-up for our
FREE
Monthly Publication
infolpetzgazette.com

Petz Gazette, ...

.‘\ JOIN US FOR A
pook-tacular

HALLOWEEN WEEKEND AT VENTURA HARBOR

owl-o-Wee

DOG COSTUME CONTEST
oCTOBER
SATURDAY 25 12pM TO 2pM

PRE-REGISTER ONLINE!
itchesPaddie

ocTosg,
_FRIDAY /] 4w 10 5:30
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FACE PAINTER | FORTUNE TELLER

VENTURA HARBOR VILLAGE@

Supporting Veterans,
Active Military
and Under-served Youth

Fall Fundraiser

11250 Topa Vista, Santa Paula, CA. 93060
Tickets are $75.00 for an all inclusive BBQ, Open Bar, Silent Auction,
Raffle, and Poop Bingo. Live music by Restless Diesel Band

For more information visit our at www.ROHVC.org (805)633-9199
All donations are tax deductible and support Reins of HOPE's mission to provide Equine Assisted
Psychotherapy at no cost for Veterans, Active Duty, First Responders, and Youth Programs.

Channel Islands Harbor

PUMPKIN -
PADDLE

10 A.M. OCTOBER 25

EAST BANK DAY DOCK AT
FISHERMAN'S WHARF

CHANNELISLANDSHARBOR.ORG



https://www.stfrancischurchofsimi.org/Upcoming-Events/Upcoming-Events
https://www.rohvc.org/
https://www.channelislandsharbor.org/event/channel-islands-harbor-inaugural-pumpkin-paddle/
https://www.venturaharborvillage.com/events/
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HALLOWEEN WEEKEND AT VENTURA HARBOR
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DOG COSTUME CONTEST
oCTORER
SATURDAY 25 12pM TO 2pM

PRE-REGISTER ONLINE!

TREATS BY: |
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VENTURA HARBOR VILLAGES@



https://www.venturaharborvillage.com/events/

Stimnfl WV

Pé

GROOMING &
RETAIL STORE

BOARDING

1655 E. Los Angeles Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065

simivalleypetresort@gmail.com

805-522-3294 O’

www.simivalleypetresort.com



https://simivalleypetresort.com/

%% PET GROOMING &*

SIMI VALLEY
A Doggies Tail Spaw Retail SV 805-522-8245
Aggies Grooming Shop Retail SV 805-522-5834
Canine Castle Grm Retail SV 805-527-3883
Cosmopawlitan Grm Shoppe Retail SV 805-813-2103
Cotton Candy Mob. Grm Mobile SV 818-624-2491
Cuts N Cuddles Grm Retail SV 805-261-0712
Fur Grooming Salon Retail SV 805-526-3376
Happy Tails Mob. Dog Grm Mobile SV 805-583-8245
Indiana Bones Temple of Groom Retail SV 805-526-4492
K Pet Grooming Retail SV 805-526-5220
Land Of Paws Retail SV 805-520-0321
Maggie’s Grooming Retail SV 805-527-5200
Mobile Dog Grooming Mobile SV 805-918-4917
Perfect Pups Spa Retail sV 805-955-0597
Royal Pets Mobile Grm & Spa Mobile Y 818-446-9490
Simi Valley Pet Resort Retail SV 805-522-3294
MOORPARK
Animal Arts Pet Grm Retail MP 805-523-0477
Barks N Bubbles Grm Retail MP 805-978-8620
In love with paws Mobile Grm Mobile MP 310-774-4144
Waggin Tails Grooming Retail MP 805-529-3566
CALL AND BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT NOW!

Whether you prefer retail or mobile groomers, we have compiled a list of local
pet groomers to pamper your precious pet! Give them a call or click on your
preferred groomer to view their details.

“HAPPY GROOMING”

F -

-


https://www.yelp.com/biz/a-doggies-tail-spaw-simi-valley
https://www.yelp.com/biz/aggies-grooming-shop-simi-valley?start=5
https://www.yelp.com/biz/canine-castle-simi-valley
https://www.yelp.com/biz/cosmopawlitan-simi-valley
https://www.yelp.com/biz/cotton-candy-cut-simi-valley-3
https://www.yelp.com/biz/cuts-n-cuddles-simi-valley-4
https://www.yelp.com/biz/fur-grooming-salon-and-self-bathe-simi-valley
https://www.yelp.com/biz/indiana-bones-temple-of-groom-simi-valley
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CAT LOUNGE & CAFE

728 N. Moorpark Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

(818) 230-2724

SHELTER
HOPE

PET SHOP

Adoption Center
& Pet Shop

Janss Market Place
Thousand Oaks, Ca

805-379-3538

www.shelterhopepetshop.org/

ez o
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FOUNDATION

ANIMAL WELFARE & RESCUE

DOG DAYS

il ANIMAL
SEARCH & RESCUE

TEAM
S e —

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DOGDAYSSAR

WWW.DOGDAYSSAR.COM I

Adoption Center
&
Boutique

(805) 852-1744

info@pawworks.org
WY, paww orks. org

[Da%s y gu (Raﬁ'%h

SENIOR DOG SANCTUARY

hello@daisyluranch.org | CAMARILLO

+ VETERINARIANS +

SV & MPK

Angeles Animal Hospital
1778 E Los Angeles Ave,
Simi Valley, CA 93065

805-527-6877

American Veterinary Hospital of Simi Valley
2109 Tapo St #3,
Simi Valley, CA 93063

805-581-9111

Arroyo Vista Veterinary Hospital
476 West Los Angeles Ave, B9,
Moorpark, CA, 93021

805-529-6833

Dr. Allison Tashnek Mobile Vet
Serving Conejo Valley,

Simi Valley & Moorpark

& Camarillo Areas

805-410-4086

Dr. Ron's Animal Hospital
& Emergency Veterinarian
1376 Erringer Rd,

Simi Valley, CA 93065

805-306-0633

Family Mason Animal Clinic
173 E High Street,
Moorpark, CA 93021

805-529-4650

Moorpark Veterinary Hospital
484 E Los Angeles Ave,
Moorpark, CA 93021

805-529-7003

Park Animal Hospital
2767 Tapo Street,

Simi Valley, CA 93063 805-526-0573

Pet Pawz-itive
1925 Erringer Rd,

Simi Valley, CA 93065 844-469-7299

Rancho Sequoia Veterinary Hospital
3380 E Los Angeles Ave,
Simi Valley, CA 93063

805-522-7476

Simi Valley Animal Hospital
1317 E Los Angeles Ave # Al,
Simi Valley, CA 93065

805-527-0042

Simi Valley Non-Profit Spay and Neuter Clinic
1659 E Los Angeles Ave,
Simi Valley, CA 93065

805-584-3823

Valley Veterinary Clinic
845 E Los Angeles Ave,

Simi Valley, CA 93065 805-526-0917

Yosemite Pet Hospital
5918 E Los Angeles Ave,

Simi Valley, CA 93063 805-526-3455

If there are other Veterinary Services we may have missed, please
let us know so they can be included in this list. THANK YOU
info@petzgazette.com



https://www.angelesanimalhospital.com/
https://americanvethospital.com/
https://www.arroyovistavet.com/
https://www.drtashnek.com/
https://www.drronsanimalhospitalsimivalley.com/
https://www.drronsanimalhospitalsimivalley.com/
https://family-mason-animal-clinic.moorparkdirect.us/
https://moorparkvet.com/
https://www.parkanimalhospitalsimi.com/site/home
https://www.petpawzitive.com/
https://rsvet.com/
https://simivet.com/
https://simivalleynonprofitspayandneuter.com/
http://www.valleyveterinaryclinic.com/
https://www.yosemitepet.com/
https://dogdayssar.com/
http://www.pawworks.org/
https://shelterhopepetshop.org/
https://www.purrrlandia.com/
https://daisyluranch.org/
https://eastwoodranch.org/

SEND LOVE. GROW YOUR BRAND.

Pet lovers and petpreneurs, tired of
digital noise and forgettable follow-ups?

Whether you’re grooming dogs, running a vet clinic, or just
obsessed with four-legged friends, now’s the perfect time
to stand out with real, heartfelt cards.

From everyday appreciation to the upcoming holidays
(yep, they’re just around the corner) you can send
beautifully customized cards digitally or by mail starting
at just $10/month.

Personalize for your clients, their pets, or your business

Choose printed, digital, or both (we handle the delivery)

Great for thank-yous, birthdays, holiday promos and more

Includes Notes from the Dog, a humorous twist your clients will love
A self-funded marketing tool that builds loyalty and referrals

Let your brand be remembered for the personal touches that matter.

Ready to Make Fetch Happen?

Scan the QR Code to start
sending your first card on us.

E E Show gratitude.
Spark joy.
Boost your brand with every send.

$10 ACT Card Offer H r
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https://www.sendoutcards.com/app
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PetzGazette.com - 805-905-9471 - info@petzgazette.com @
Click on location links to go to respective websites

SV/MP Local Pet-Friendly Outdoor Restaurants,
Café’s, Deli’s & Coffee Bars

Restaurant

Location

Phone #

Lucky Dog Café Simi Valley 805-422-8228
The Sandwich Spot Simi Valley 805-210-5590
Cactus Patch Moorpark 805-529-9550

Carrara's Pastries Moorpark 805-552-4250

CJ’s Urban Café Moorpark 805-529-5987

Country Harvest Moorpark 805-876-0276

Lucky Fool's Pub Moorpark 805-532-1500

Luna Llena Restaurant Moorpark 805-876-0510
Natural Café Moorpark 805-523-2016
Serendipity Cafe and Bar Moorpark 805-222-5450

List Your Pet-Friendly Establishment Here for FREE!



https://www.facebook.com/luckydogcafe04/
https://www.thesandwichspot.com/simi-valley-menu
https://www.facebook.com/CactusPatchRestaurant/?rf=475308192603073
https://www.carraras.com/
https://www.cjsurbancafe.net/
https://www.countryharvest.restaurant/
https://www.luckyfoolspub.com/?fbclid=IwAR3MVqJ0YPRev7U3ds729gBSni7Q6nc1Nnwx5QTnd7wbSzTybcWO2uQ3rjM
https://www.facebook.com/Luna-Llena-Restaurant-Moorpark-2055879807817382/
https://thenaturalcafe.com/
https://serendipitymoorpark.com/

Black Cat Superstitions
In Scotland in 1590, the witch

John Fian and other members of
his coven, were charged with
having raised or attempted to
raise a storm so as to drown King
James VI of Scotland (and the first
King of England) upon returning
from Denmark. Fian and his
accomplices used cats, by flinging
them into the sea to effect their
devilish purpose.

Spiders have also been
thought to have mystical
powers because they can

spin  webs. In ancient
times, this ability caused
them to be associated
with magic, and again
witchcraft. So again, it's
fitting that they would be
associated with Halloween.

What is a witch's hat called?
The cone-shaped hat worn by
most fictional witches is called
a pointed hat. Pointed hats
have been associated with
witches for centuries. In fact,
the earliest known depiction
of a witch wearing a pointed
hat is from a 14th-century
manuscript. There are a few
theories about why witches
are associated with pointed
hats.

Did you ever wonder where
the whole Jack-o-Lantern
thing came from? Well, before
there were flashlights and
glow sticks, Irish people used
to carve out turnips and put a
candle in them for a lantern.
When they came to America,
they noticed there weren't
many turnips, but lots of
pumpkins, so they wused
pumpkins instead!




WHY ARE PEOPLE S0 SUPERSTITIOUS ABOUT CATS?

IS there any other animal on Earth so surrounded by myth and

superstition than one of our most popular pets — the housecat?
Simultaneously revered, considered bad luck, considered good luck,
feared and beloved, cats are the subject of folklore and stories that go
back centuries and continue even today. Why do we harbor so many
beliefs about cats? After all, who's ever heard of a black dog bringing
bad luck?

Cats have always held a mysterious spot in world culture. In ancient Egypt, cats were worshipped as gods.
India and China both had cat fertility goddesses — Sastht and Li Chou, respectively. Irish folklore features a
big black cat named Iruscan. And the Vikings worshipped Freya, the cat poddess of love and beauty.

Mot all cultures, however, viewed cats quite so lovingly. The Hebrew story of the vampire Lilith tells how
she would take the form of a black cat and prey on newborn babies. In the Middle Ages, many believed
that cats associated with witches, as many lonely old women fed and cared for strays. Another belief was
that witches actually took the form of cats so they could roam the streets incognito.

The most popular cat superstition is that you'll have bad luck if a black cat crosses your path. We found an
interesting explanation for this one. When Egyptians began worshipping the black cat poddess Bast,
Christians became convinced that black cats were demons in disguise, and burned many felines. They
believed that if a demon crossed your path, it created a barrier of evil, severing you from God and heaven.

Other cat superstitions include:

+ One white hair on a black cat is good luck.

« Kittens born in May have specdial powers.

« Black cats protect fishermen at sea.

=« Puta cat in the empty cradle of newlyweds, and a baby will arrive soon.
s [f a cat sneezes three times, someone will catch a cold.
» Cats have nine lives.

s« Rubbing a cat’s tail on the eyelid will cure a sty.

» When a cat washes its ears a lot, it will rain.

« Having a cat in a theater is good luck.

« If you kill a black cat, you sacrifice your soul to the devil.
« Cats can suck the breath from sleeping children.

It stands to reason that these superstitions originated through a combination of so many ancient rituals,
worshipping and demonizing of cats. But why do we believe and carry on these superstitions in the first
place? Comnell University psychology professor Tom Gilovich says it's just the way our brains work; that we
look for cause and effect where none exists [source: Spencer].

For example, take the legend that cats can steal the breath of children. This superstition likely came from a
cat snuggling up with a baby for warmth, or sniffing the baby's mouth because of the smell of milk. Or,
more tragically, perhaps a baby died from sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) and the family cat
happened to be in the room.

Whether or not these superstitions have any truth to them, we bet your stomach still flutters a bit when a
black cat crosses your path.



@: pet foodexpress’

We're pet parents
just like you!

And that means if we wouldn't give it
to our pets, we won't sell it for yours.

520.

your purchase of $75
or more when you shop
in-store or online

iialelele =0 PET20

L

redeem online, the promotion code PET20 must be entered at checkout. May not be

combined ' other promo codes, discounts, or promotions. ain products may be

excluded from promotion by manufacturer and/or may change without notice. May
not be used to purch ift cards. No cash value. No rainchecks. See Retail & Return

/
Pet Food Expre tore location or online at www.petfood.exp
Up in Store and Same-Day Delivery orc e for sales tax. To

Policy for price adj nents. Additional terms and conditions may apply



https://www.petfood.express/
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WHA'I"S BARKING
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TREAT YOUR
PET LOCALLY

MABDE IN SIMI VALLEY

SCAN HERE

SCAN HERE FOR 10% OFF 2



https://whatsbarking.com/

HALLOWEEN
M Pet Safety Tips %

NO SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETIE KEEP PUMPKIN AWAY FROM THE PUMPKIN
Mcp your pels 0wc, from condy (especially Decorative plants con be toxic candle-lit
chocolate); avoid placing bowls on the ground jack-o-lanterns are fire hozords if tipped over

¥\\\O:' "‘\‘ T

ENOC K

COSTUMES ARE OPTIONAL NO TRICK OR TREATER GREETERS
Don't force on an unwanted costume The front door is @ high traftic area. Doorbells
Most pets prefer birthday suits and knocks can upset even the friendliest pels

MUST SHOW I.D. PARTY POOPERS ARE OK
Spoo'-.cd pels can gel lost. Microchip and log Some pels are happier in o quie! room
them in cose thcy ge! out away from the parly

Petz Gazette. com




Smiling
Canines
ey

805-303-1334
www.smilingcanines.com

FIND US IN

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
VENTURA OJAI
SAILOR & FRIENDS PET SUPPLY PETS & MORE
FILLMORE GOLETA
FILLMORE ANIMAL HOSPITAL PET HOUSE
PASADENA LOS ANGELES
ROCH & GERTRUDE PET SPA JESS RONA GROOMING
THOUSAND OAKS MOORPARK
ANIMAL CLINIC OF THE OAKS FAMILY MASON

ANIMAL CLINIC


https://www.smilingcanines.com/

/ Silly Halloween Jokes \

*Where does a ghost go on
vacation? Mali-boo.

*Why didn’t the mummy go
to school with the witch?
He couldn’t spell.

*Why did the vampire read
the newspaper? He heard it
had great circulation.

*Why did the skeleton run
away? Because a dog was
after his bones.

*What do you call a witch’s
garage? A broom closet.

*What do you call it when a
witch’s black cat falls off a
broomstick? A catastrophe.

*Who's the scariest body
builder of all time?

Q Frankenstein. /

b.o.lo-'

Fein Studio

When witehes go riding

{nd black cats are segen,
The moon laughs and whispers
‘Tis near Halloween

= fluthor Unknown



https://sheilafein.com/

HORSE TRIVIA

Fun Halloween Horsey Facts

e ‘Puca’ was an Irish spirit and shape shifter
and often took the form of a horse.

e Horses can eat pumpkin (in small doses!).
Or why not scoop one out and fill it with
goodies like apple and carrot junks! Your horse
will root out the treats (before or after they
smash the pumpkin with their hooves!)

e In traditional folklore, The Headless Horse-
man (from the short story, ‘The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow’ by Washington Irving) was a
Hessian artilleryman who was killed during the
Battle of White Plains in 1776.

o Buying pink and red hoof boots are a great
addition to a Halloween horse costume!

e The Celtic goddess of fertility, Epona, is the
protector of horses, mules and donkeys and is
also the goddess of breeding.

e Superstitiously, horses manes & tails were
plaited with ribbons to keep them safe from
witches.

o Supposedly, copper pennies in a tank will
prevent moody behavior in mares. (not sure
how true this is).

(WHY® YOU SPOOK?)
7[ (1 DON'T KNOW, WHY0 YOU SPOOK?)
(o0 JI
(1 DON'T REMEMBER N
[ 3 (ME NEHER ) —
WHAT WERE WE —
§ | EVEN DOING?

\\ [ HEY, WHY ARE WE

2019 J.L. WERNER 7 MISFIT DESIGNS for EQUIM

“SPOOK BRAIN™

Trick or Treat!

SILLY HORSE JOKES

1. A horse walks into a bar. The barman confuses idioms
with jokes and offers him a glass of water, but can’t make
him drink.

2. | put a bet on a horse to come in at 10 to 1 — and it did!
Unfortunately all the others came in at 12.30.

3. Where do horses go when they’re sick? The horsepital.

4. | put a bet on a horse that had excellent breeding. After
the horse left the starting gate, he stopped and closed it
behind him.

5. A horse walks into a bar. “Hey,” says the barman. “Yes
please,” says the horse.

6. What do you call a horse that can’t lose a race?
Sherbet.

7. Have you heard the one about the runaway horse? It’s
a terrible tale of WHOA!
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Local Pet Rescues

Clickable Links

Phone #

Location

Agoura Animal Shelter

All for Love Animal Rescue
Animal Foundation of America
Animal Rescue Volunteers
Bubbles Dog Rescue

C.A.R.L.

Cassie’s Cat Cafe

Cats at the Studios

Cat’s Cradle Rescue

DaisyLu Ranch

Dobies & Little Paws

Dog Days Search & Rescue
Eastwood Ranch Rescue/Adoption Ctr
Friends of Milo Foundation
Furry Funding

Healthcare for Homeless Anim.
Herman Bennett Foundation
Humane Society of Ven. Co
Karma Rescue

LIFE Rescue

Lucy Pet Foundation

Mad Love Animal Rescue
Military Animal Project

Paw Works

Petcare Foundation

Pink Paws

Pivot Educational Outreach
Purrmaid Café & Adoption Center
Purrrlandia Cat Lounge & Cafe
Save A Rescue

Shelter Hope Pet Shop
Serenity Place Rescue

Simi Valley Missing Pets
SPARC

Surfcat Café & Adoptions

The Little Angels Project
Valley Cats, Inc

Ventura Co. Animal Services

818-991-0071
805-445-3535
805-905-9951
805-579-8047

805-644-7387
805-232-4228
818-341-8936
805-485-8811

805-524-5102
805-551-9706
818-338-1551

855-777-7007
818-483-4228
805-445-7171
805-646-6505
310-512-7833
818-707-2007
805-499-5829
213-364-2353
805-551-1168
805-852-1744
213-403-0129
805-492-1885
805-889-4800
805-419-6116
818-230-2724
888-440-6467
805-379-3538
818-999-4022
805-522-7867
805-525-8609
805-500-7125
818-515-5461
818-883-5252
805-388-4341

Agoura Hills
Call for Details
Thousand Oaks

Simi Valley

Los Angeles
Call for Details

Ventura
Call for Details
Ventura
Camarrillo
Fillmore

Simi Valley

Agoura Hills
Simi Valley/LA
Westlake Village
Ventura County
Ventura County

Ojai

Los Angeles
Westlake Village
Thousand Oaks

Los Angeles
Ventura County
Ventura/Oxnard

Los Angeles
Thousand Oaks
Ventura County

Camarillo
Thousand Oaks

Nationwide

Thousand Oaks

Call for Details
Simi Valley
Santa Paula

Ventura
Agoura Hills
Westlake Village
Camarillo/SV



http://www.lacounty.gov/residents/animals-pets
http://www.allforloveanimalrescue.org/
http://animalfoundationofamerica.com/
http://www.arvsimi.org
https://bubblesdogrescue.org/
http://carldogs.org/
https://www.cassiescatsandkittens.org/
http://catsatthestudios.com/
http://www.catscradlerescue.org/
https://daisyluranch.org/
http://www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org
https://www.facebook.com/dogdayssar/
https://eastwoodranch.org/
https://friendsofmilofoundation.org/
https://furryfunding.org/
http://www.healthcareforhomelessanimals.org
http://hermanbennettfoundation.org/
http://www.hsvc.org
https://www.karmarescue.org/
http://www.lifeanimalrescue.org
http://www.lucypetfoundation.org
https://madloveanimalrescue.org/
http://www.militaryanimalproject.com
http://www.pawworks.org
https://petcarefoundation.org/
http://www.pinkpawsrescueandadoption.org
http://www.pivotareo.org
https://www.purrmaidcatcafe.com/
https://www.purrrlandia.com/
https://savearescue.org/
https://shelterhopepetshop.org/
http://www.serenityplacerescue.org/
http://www.simivalleymissingpets.org
http://www.santapaulaarc.org
http://www.surfcatcafe.org
https://littleangelsproject.org/
http://www.valleycatsinc.com
http://www.vcas.us
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I WANT TO 60 TO A GOOD HOME
BUT I’'M NOT GOING TO START
GETTING ALL DESPERATE AND—
ARE YOU WEARING COLOGNE?

(1) “PUMPKIN SPICE.”
) T0O MUCH?

mariascrivan.com

TO HECK WITH
THE BROOM, |
GOT A ROOMBA




LOCAL PET STORES

CONEJO VALLEY
& MALIBU

Canine Castle Il
Healthy Pet
Theresa’s Country Feed & Pet
Pacific Coast Pets
Pet Food Express
Wild Birds Unlimited

CAMARILLO

Healthy Pet

Petropolis
Pet Supply Camarillo

Pet Supplies Plus

SANTA BARBARA

George
Lemos Feed & Pet Supply

Montecito Pet Shop
Pet House
Sensational Pets

SiIMI VALLEY/
MOORPARK
Kahoots Feed & Pet

R&R Pet Lifestyle and Supply
Theresa’s Country Feed & Pet

VENTURA/OXNARD

Pet Food Express
Protein for Pets
Sailor & Friends

The Wharf

Ventura Pet Barn

SANTA CLARITA

Pet Supply Santa Clarita
Protein for Pets
Pet Supplies Plus - Valencia

If you have a Pet Store in
any of our areas and want
to be included, please
contact us:
info@petzgazette.com



https://www.yelp.com/biz/canine-castle-ii-thousand-oaks
https://healthypetstores.com/
https://www.theresascountryfeedandpet.com/
http://www.pacificcoastpetsmalibu.com/
https://www.petfood.express/
https://thousandoaks.wbu.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/george-santa-barbara
https://lemospet.com/
https://www.montecitopetshop.com/
https://www.pethouse.org/products/shop/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/sensational-pets-santa-barbara
https://kahootsfeedandpet.com/
https://www.randrpetsupply.com/products/shop/
https://www.theresascountryfeedandpet.com/
https://healthypetstores.com/
http://www.petropoliscamarillo.com/
https://pet-supply-camarillo.business.site/
https://www.petsuppliesplus.com/store/ca/camarillo/4313-camarillo/4313
https://www.petfood.express/
https://www.proteinforpets.com/products/shop/
https://www.sailorandfriendspetsupply.com/
http://store.thewharfonline.com/
https://venturapetbarn.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/pet-supply-santa-clarita-santa-clarita
https://www.proteinforpets.com/products/shop/
https://www.petsuppliesplus.com/store/ca/stevenson-ranch/valencia/4197

Conejo Valley

Barks N' Rec

29348 Roadside Dr,

Agoura Hills, CA 91301
818-532-7022
www.barksnrecagourahills.com/

Santa Barbara/GoIeta

Double T Kennels

All Breed Dog Boarding
5040 Barnard St,

Simi Valley, CA 93066
805-583-8280

DOUBLE T
HENNELS

:‘ www.doubletkennels.com
4%

B SR

Camp Canine

803 E Montecito St
Santa Barbara, CA 93103
805-962-4790

WWW. campcanlnesb com

Ofv.

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club
5076 Chesebro Rd.

Agoura Hills, CA 91301
818-851-9077

‘ www.dioji.com

4 .'..o L .'.'o

Santa Clarita

Simi Valley Pet Resort

1655 E Los Angeles Ave,

Simi Valley, CA 93065
805-522-3294
www.simivalleypetresort.com

000G

[

L RONL)
‘a .

822 E. Yanonali St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93103
805-845-0500

www.dioji.com

0@

Ventura/Oxnard

Bouquet Canyon Kennels
won | 29973 Bouquet Canyon Rd
S | santa Clarita, CA 91390
661-297-5484

www.bougquetcanyonkennels.com

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club
633 E Ventura Blvd,

Oxnard, CA 93036
805-485-0691 www.dioji.com

’ A

Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club
7340 Hollister Ave.

Goleta, CA 93117
805-685-6068

[

RN
‘s .

www.dioji.com

00

b
Dioji K9 Resort & Athletic Club i

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD SPACE
for as little as $10 per month!
Call or email us now and
reserve your spot
805-905-9471
info@petzgazette.com

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD SPACE
for as little as $10 per month!
Call or email us now and
reserve your spot
805-905-9471
info@petzgazette.com

Petzgazette s list of Pet Boardlng/Day Care locations
that are available in your area.

All of these facilities are compliant with the Coronavirus
procedures to assure the health and safety of their
customers and staff.

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD SPACE
for as little as $10 per month!
Call or email us now and
reserve your spot
805-905-9471
info@petzgazette.com

"8052905-9471

g


http://www.petzgazette.com
http://www.petzgazette.com
https://www.barksnrecagourahills.com/
http://www.barksnrecagourahills.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Barks-N-Rec-101508111301738/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/barks-n-rec-agoura-hills-3
http://www.dioji.com
http://www.dioji.com/
https://www.facebook.com/diojiah
https://www.doubletkennels.com/
http://simivalleypetresort.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Double-T-Kennels-164405050263867/
https://www.doubletkennels.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/double-t-kennels-simi-valley
https://www.facebook.com/SimiValleyPet/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/simi-valley-pet-resort-simi-valley
http://simivalleypetresort.com/
https://twitter.com/simivalleypet
http://www.dioji.com
https://www.dioji.com/location/oxnard-coming-2019/
https://www.instagram.com/simivalleypet/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/diojiox/
https://www.instagram.com/dioji_oxnard/
http://www.dioji.com
http://www.dioji.com
https://campcaninesb.com/
https://campcaninesb.com/
https://www.dioji.com/location/santa-barbara/
https://www.dioji.com/location/goleta/
https://www.instagram.com/campcaninesb/
https://twitter.com/campcaninesb
https://www.facebook.com/CampCanineSB/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/camp-canine-santa-barbara
https://www.facebook.com/diojisb
https://www.instagram.com/dioji_sb/
https://www.facebook.com/DiojiK9ResortandAthleticClub
https://www.instagram.com/diojigoleta/
https://www.instagram.com/dioji_ah/
http://www.petzgazette.com
https://www.yelp.com/biz/dioji-k-9-resort-and-athletic-club-agoura-hills-2?osq=dioji
https://www.yelp.com/biz/dioji-k-9-resort-and-athletic-club-santa-barbara?osq=dioji
https://www.yelp.com/biz/dioji-k-9-resort-and-athletic-club-goleta?osq=dioji
https://bouquetcanyonkennels.com/
https://bouquetcanyonkennels.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bouquetcanyonkennels/
https://www.instagram.com/bouquetcanyonkennels/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/bouquet-canyon-kennels-santa-clarita-2
https://twitter.com/SCVBCKennels

Superstitions from around the World
(page 1)

“Knocking on Wood” (/ndo-European, Celtic, or possibly British)
Any list of superstitions would have to begin with arguably the most well-known
and universal superstition: ‘to knock on wood.

The actual origins, and even meanings, of the phrase are as varied as the cultures
which use it, with some suggesting roots in the Indo-European or Celtic belief that
spirits good and bad resided in trees who could be either called upon for protection
or chased away by knocking on their home, and others (particularly Christians)
linking the practice to the magical power of the wooden Crucifix. Most likely among
the different theories, historians have attributed the superstition to a 19th-century
British children’s game called “Tiggy Touchwood” in which young players claimed
immunity from being tagged by touching the nearest piece of wood. Adults picked
up on the habit and the phrase (the British still say “touch wood” today), and the
rest is history. As with many superstitions, there are subtle variations and
sometimes not so subtle varying origins. Italians ‘touch steel’ rather than wood,
perhaps more related to iron horseshoes; Poles and Russians touch unpainted
wood, Turks knock twice, Latin American’s knock on wood with no legs.

“Throwing Salt Over Your Shoulder” (European/Christian, ancient Roman)
Perhaps the next most common superstition, at least in the West, involves tossing
salt over one’s shoulder. Like ‘knocking on wood,” this superstition also involves the
idea of ‘warding off evil’ - in this case, the Devil himself. In Leonardo da Vinci’s The
Last Supper, Jesus’ betrayer, Judas Iscariot, is portrayed as having accidentally
spilled salt. Since Judas was associated with doing something bad, the argument
goes that, ipso facto, so was salt, and throwing it over your shoulder would blind
the devil waiting there.

“Step on a Crack, Break Your Mother’s Back” (African and European folklore)
Another superstition involving something cracked or broken being associated with
bad luck is the superstition of “stepping on a crack” as foretelling, or even causing,

harm to a family member. As with mirrors, cracks—in the earth, on a sidewalk, or
almost anywhere—have long been seen as portals to the realm of the supernatural,
for both good and ill. To step on those cracks might be to invite or release
unwelcome spirits into the world ready to do one harm.
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Superstitions from around the World (continued)
(page 2)

“Lucky Pennies” (Ancient Roman, English, American)

The idea that finding a penny would bring good luck also originates in folk
beliefs—in this case based on the idea that metal, regarded by many ancient
cultures as quite valuable, was sent by the gods to protect those whom they

favored. Pennies being made from metal, find them and you’ll have good
fortune. But, be careful: some say the luck could break either way, and that if

you find a penny tails up, you should turn it over and leave it for the next
person or you'll actually have bad luck.

“Lucky Horseshoe” (Ancient Roman, Celtic/British Isles, Europe )

The most famous story of a horseshoe bringing good luck, however, refers to
the story of Saint Dunstan, who apparently worked as a blacksmith prior
to attaining sainthood. The story goes that, one day, the Devil rode into

Dunstan’s shop requesting new shoes for his horse. Dunstan, recognizing the
Devil, played it off nonchalantly, and, rather than nailing the shoes to the

horse, nailed one to the Devil's foot instead. In agony, the Devil agreed never

to enter a house with a horseshoe nailed above the door if Dunstan would
simply agree to remove the shoe.

“Black Cats” (European folklore)

Though cats have often been associated with good luck rather than its
opposite and were even worshipped as gods in Ancient Egypt, things took a
turn for the worse for our dark-colored feline friends sometime around the
Dark Ages when, in 1232 AD, a papal bull by Pope Gregory IX declared them

an “incarnation of Satan”, according to People magazine.

Things only went downhill for black cats from there, with people of the
Middle Ages burning them in bonfires on Holy Days like Shrove Tuesday, the
first Sunday of Lent, and even Easter, and with the Puritans in America
connecting them to the practice of witchcraft. Also, the color black has long
been associated with evil and death, which didn’t help matters for our furry
friends who had the misfortune of being born the color of night. )
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Superstitions from around the World (continued)
(page 3)

“Friday the 13th” (European/Christian)

Like the number 7 for the Romans, magical significance has been attached to
the number 13--but this time, it’s unlucky rather than lucky. The number 12 has
requently been seen as positive (12 months of the year and 12 signs of the
zodiac, for example, or 12 days of Christmas and 12 tribes of Israel),
® naturally making its nearest neighboring number to the north negative. °

“Fingers Crossed” (Western Europe, Pagan & Christian)
The superstition of crossing one’s fingers bringing the lucky “finger-crosser”
= good luck comes from pre-Christian, Pagan times in Western Europe, when the
practice of making a cross with your own and the index finger of another
person was thought to concentrate the forces of good spirits and to seal a pact
or a wish with the fellow-crosser.
Over time, people realized they could simply bless their own wishes by
crossing first their two index fingers, and then later simply the index and
middle fingers of one hand, which is what we do today.

“The Number of Four” (China)

As we’ve seen with numbers like thirteen and seven, numbers are frequently
assigned different magical significance or status depending on the culture in
guestion. For the Chinese, the number “four” is a no-no, due to the similarity in
its pronunciation, in Chinese, to the word for “death.”

A “Curse of the Evil Eye” (Mediterranean and Middle East)

It's a common belief—spanning the Mediterranean, Middle east and South
Asia—that's been held for thousands of years that to achieve too much success
would be to invite the anger or inspire the envy of the gods, who would then
smite the unfortunate individual with a reversal of fortune. In response to the
fear of this curse, people across the ancient Mediterranean began fashioning
amulets and beads with an image of an 'evil eye', sometimes referred to
as nazars, which would then help ward off that horrible, untoward fate.

)
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Superstitions from around the World (continued)
(page 4)

“Tucking Thumbs in Inside of a Cemetery” (Japan)

Like the fear of the word “four” in China hinging on the similarity, in its
pronunciation, to the Chinese word for “death,” the Japanese similarly tuck
in their thumbs when in a cemetery visiting the graves of dead relatives. This
comes from the connection between the Japanese word for “thumb” and its
meaning as the “parent finger”. To tuck in one’s thumbs in inside a cemetery,
then, is to protect one’s parents from death.

“Giving Yellow Flowers” (Russia)
Like numbers, colors have frequently been assigned symbolic significance,
like black being seen as the color of bad luck and red the color of passion.
In Russia, yellow flowers in particular are seen as problematic as they are
thought to represent infidelity, separation, or even death!

“Sweeping Feet” (South America)

If you happen to be on a cleaning spree in Brazil, you will want to steer clear
of brooms. Or at least be careful. South Americans believe that if your feet
are swept over by a broom you will remain single for the rest of your life.
The curse can be broken, if you immediately spit on the broom. The exact
origins of this superstition are unknown, but legend has it that a woman
who cannot keep house, does not a good wife make.

A “Iltchy Palms” (Caribbean)
Depending which palm of yours begins to itch, you may find yourself in the
Caribbean with a bit of extra spending money, or in the red. It is a common
belief that an itchy left palm means you will owe money soon, whereas an
itchy right palm means money is coming your way. There is an explanation
that might tell us why such a distinction. The left hand seems to hold passive
energy, and the right hand active energy which symbolically could explain
the coming in and out of money.
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